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4 wounded In Beirut bomb wave 

BEIRUT (AP) — Two small bombs wounded four people in west 
^Tuesday as rival militiamen blasted each oSer with^i- 
ilfcty and rockets for a second day in the mountains east and south 
»“■ Pollce *“£?“ state ra{ lio said a third bomb made up 
of 10 kilogrammes of TNT was placed in from of a Greek Ort- 
hodox community school in west Beirut but was defused by army 
explosives experts before it went off. A secondary school in ano- 
ther neighbourhood was the target of the first bomb. The five- 
JuJogramme charge was placed in a garbage dump outside the* 
school's main entrance and exploded just 10 minutes before stu- 
dents were due to leave for lunch. The blast wounded two men 
and a woman and shattered windows of the school and two adj- 
acent buildings. Ten minutes later a second, smaller charge blew 

a | CnCy ? the neighbourhood. less than 

a kilometre away from the scene of the first explosion 
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TFLP-GC, Israel to swap captives’ 

BEIRUT (AP) — Israel at d a Libyan-backed Palestinian group 
-might exchange war prisoners before the end of the year, two 
Beirut newspapers reported Tuesday. In almost identical dis- 
patches from Sidon, provincial capital of Israeli-occupied South 
* Lebanon, the An Nahar and As Saftr papers said the International 
Red Cross was currently making the arrangements for the swap. 
Both newspapers said the Popular Front for the Liberation oi 
Palestine-General Command (PFLP-GC) was expected to rel- 
ease three Israeli soldiers it has been holding since Israel's I9S2 
invasion of Lebanon. Israel in turn was expected to free 1 ,000 
Palestinians and 500 Lebanese it is holding in Israel and detention 
centres in South Lebanon, the newspapers said. They also said the 
swap was expected to be carried out in an unnamed "neutral” 
country. The three held by the PFLP-GC are believed to be the 
last Israeli captives held by Palestinian commandos. 
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Murphy, Shara’a 

discuss Lebanon 

DAMASCUS (R) — U.S. Ass 
istant Secretary of State Richard 
Murphy and Syrian Foreign Min 
ister Farouk A1 Shara'a held taikc 
Tuesday on ways to speed up an 
Israeli withdrawal from South 
Lebanon, the official Syrian news 
agency SANA reported. It said 
their discussion “focussed on the 
United Nations' role in realising 
this withdrawal.” Mr. Murphy, 
who arrived here Tuesday on a 
second visit to Damascus in a 
week, is on a Middle East tour to 
try to break the impasse reached 
atU.N. hosted talks between Leb- 
anon and Israel. 

Mintoff meets 
Tikhonov, Gromyko 

MOSCOW (R) — Maltese Prime 
Minister Dorn Mini off mei Soviet 
Prime Minister Nikolai Tikhonov 
and Foreign Minister Andre 
Gromyko for talks at the Kremlin 
Tuesday on the first full day of his 
first official visit to Moscow 
TASS news agency reported that 
during his meeting with Mr. Tik- 
honov the Maltese leader rea- 
ffirmed his country's policy of 
neutrality and its refusal to allow 
foreign military bases on its soil 
There were no details of his talks 
with Mr. Gromyko, but Western 
diplomats have speculated that 
Mr. Mintoff might sign a fri- 
endship agreement with the Kre- 
mlin. 

U.K. ‘not opposed to 
Mideast conference’ 

CAIRO (R) — British Minister of 
State at the Foreign Office Ric- 
hard Luce was quoted Tuesday as 
saying Britain did not oppose an 
international Middle East peace 
conference, the Cairo daily A1 
Ahram reported. Mr. Luce told A1 
Ahram in an interview that while 
not opposed to such a conference, 
Britain believed the parties inv- 
olved in the Middle East conflict 
should first settle their differences 
through dialogue. 

UNiFlL men 
wounded in attack 

BEIRUT (Rl — Two French sol- 
diers serving in the United Nat 
ions Interim Force in Lebanon 
(UNIFIL) were wounded Tue- 
sday when their convoy came 
under fire south of Beirut, a U.N. 
spokesman said. Spokesman 
"Timor Gokset said the UNrFIL 
convoy was on its way to Beirut 
from UNIFIL headquarters at 
Naqoura. just inside Lebanon's 
border with Israel. It came under 
small arms fire from unknown 
men near the Daraour River, 20 
kilometres south of Beirut. 


U.N. calls for probe 
into Israeli facilities 

UNITED NATIONS ( AP) —The 
General Assembly has passed a 
resolution calling for the Security 
Council to “investigate Israel's 
nuclear activities and col- 
laboration of other states... in 
these activities.” The resolution 
condemns Israel's refusal to ren- 
ounce possession of any nuclear 
weapon and calls for all Israeli 
nuclear facilities to be put under 
the control of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). 
The resolution passed Monday by 
a vote of 92-2, with the United 
States and Israel voting against. 
There were 44 abstentions, mostly 
Western and Latin American 
countries. 
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Unprecedented drug-trafficking 
case unfurls as 86 are jailed 


By Lands K. Andoni 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — An unprecedented drug- 
trafficking plot unfurled Tuesday following 
the sentencing of 101 Jordanians and various 
Arab nationals to jail terms ranging, from 
two years to life imprisonment with hard 
labour. Of the 101 dependents 15 were acq- 
uitted and charges against them were dro- 
pped. 


The Military Court's verdict 
which was announced Sunday will 
be subject to approval by the 
prime minister, who. in his cap- 
acity as military governor, can 
amend any of the sentences. 

The smuggling case, described 
by lawyers as one of the most ser- 
ious and dangerous cases in the 
history of Jordan, involved three 
senior officials of Jordan’s Anti- 
Narcotic Squad, including its for- 
mer chief. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Haiti A1 Qdah. Qdah was sen- 
tenced to 15 years imprisonment 
and fined JD 3.000. 

The two other officials were 


given lesser terms. Major Moh- 
ammad Lawzi was sentenced to 1 0 
years in jail and fined JD 10,000, 
and Captain Sami HaJasah was jai- 
led for two years and fined JD 50. 

An official “list of accusations” 
obtained by the Jordan Times 
Tuesday reveals that since 1973 
till last summer Qdah had suc- 
cessfully used his post to operate 
and coordinate one of the most, 
successful drugs trafficking net- 
works in the Arab World whose 
activities reached as far as Aus- 
tralia. 

The report also unveiled evi- 
dence that “the smugglers gang”. 


with whom Qdah coordinated, 
was also involved in arms smu- 
ggling operations. 

According to the information 
obtained Qdah used to coordinate 
with other Arab anti-narcotic 
squads “to facilitate” the ope- 
rations of the smugglers' gang. 

According to the list of acc- 
usations of Case Number 1025 
(1984), Qdah used to contact 
other Arab anti-narcotic squads 
and tell them that his branch has 
learnt that drugs will be smuggled 
through their borders to Jordan 
bat ask them not to stop it since 
the Jordanian squad “which has 
been watching the gang for a 
while” will deal with them on arr- 
ival in Jordan. 

Through this modus oparandt, 
Qdah and a large network of Jor- 
danian, Lebanese. Syrian and 
Saudi smugglers managed to make 
a considerable amount of money 
through “exporting” smuggled 
drugs from Lebanon and Syria. 
Once the drugs reached Jordan, 
they were sent to Saudi Arabia, 
Egypt, West Germany, Italy, Bel 
gium. Greece and Australia. 

According to well-informed 

(Coathiaed on page 5) 


Iraq reports 6th Gulf attack in 4 days 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Iraq 
Tuesday claimed its sixth attack in. 
four days on merchant ships in the 
Gulf and vowed to turn a war zone 
encompassing Iran's Kharg Island 
oil terminal into a graveyard for 
any vessel entering the area. 

In its latest claim, a military 
spokesman in Baghdad said Iraqi 
warplanes Tuesday hit a “large 
naval target" — a term used in the 
past to refer to oil tankers — south 
of Kharg Island. 

There was no immediate ind- 
ependent confirmation of the 
claim, which shipping sources said 
followed hits on two Greek ships 
since Saturday- 


A total of 47 merchant ships, 
including many foreign -owned 
tankers, have been confirmed hit 
in air attacks by either Iran or Iraq 
this year. The so-called “tanker 
war” is an extension of their 
51 -month-old ground conflict 
north of the Gulf. 

Iraq's ruling Baath Party new- 
spaper, AI Thawra. Tuesday rep-' 
eated warnings to foreign com- 
panies to keep their vessels away 
from Kharg Island, Iran’s main oil 
export outlet. It said any ship ent- 
ering the Iraq-imposed war zone 
would be destroyed. 

“The Arab Gulf sea-bed will 
change into a graveyard for ships 


and tankers of those adventurers 
who send them to the area, wha- 
tever their identity or flag might 
be,” it added. 

Iraq’s three similar . ann- 
-ou Deemed ts on Sarurday. Sunday 
and Monday were later confirmed 
by marine salvage. and shipping 
sources in the Gulf. The sources 
said those three attacks were car- 
ried out south of the Iran-Iraq war 
zone. 

After Iraq's announcement, on 
Monday that its warplanes bom- 
bed a naval target, these sources 
identified the ship as the Greek 
bulk carrier Aegis Cosmic. 


Thatcher in 
Peking to sign 
Hong Kong pact 

PEKING (Agencies) — Two 
years after she visited Peking in 
hopes of retaining British control 
over Hong Kong, Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher returned Tue- 
sday to sign an agreement that will 
surrender the capitalist colony to 
Communist China in 1997. 

Mrs. Thatcher's Royal Air 
Force DC-10 was welcomed by a 
high-ranking committee led by 
Foreign Minister Wu Xueqian, 
who helped negotiate the pact she 
will sign Wednesday. 

Freezing winds from Siberia 
greeted Mrs. Thatcher as she ste- 
pped from her plane and was whi- 
sked of in a convoy of black Lim- 
ousines to a state guest house 
complex where many of the two- 
year negotiations on Hong Kong 
took place. 

Accompanied by Foreign Sec- 
retary Sir Geoffrey Howe, who 
has visited Peking twice already 
this year at crucial junctures in the 
sometimes tortuous and acr- 
imonious talks. Mrs. Thatcher will 
sign the pact with Chinese Premier 
Zhao Ziyang Wednesday aft- 
ernoon. 

Under the agreement, China 
guarantees the capitalist economy 
and basic freedoms of Hong Kong 
for 50 years. 

Mrs. Thatcher, on a round- 
the-world tour which will also take 
her to Hong Kong and the United 
States for talks with President 
Reagan, will meet all the top Chi- - 
nese leadership during her one 
day of talks in Peking. 


Shamir sets deadline for 
Peres to settle coalition crisis 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel, beset by 
grave economic difficulties, was 
plunged into political crisis Tue- 
sday with the right-wing Likud 
bloc threatening to bring down the 
government over a dispute bet- 
ween religious factions. 

The Likud leader. Foreign 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir, issued 
an ultimatum to Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres' Labour Party to 
resolve the dispute between two 
small religious parties by Wed- 
nesday. 

He summoned Likud ministers, 
including Industry Minister Ariel 
Sharon who is pursuing a libel suit 
in New York, to decide whether to 


quit the three-month-old coalition 
in which Likud and Labour are the 
main partners. 

“The government is in danger,” 
an angry Shamir told reporters 
after an emergency cabinet mee- 
ting failed to find a solution. 

The crisis came to a head with 
the resignation of minister without 
portfolio. Rabbi Yitzhak Peretz, 
who leads the ultra-orthodox Shas 
Party. He wants control over state 
subsidies to religious bodies. 

Likud is backing Shas. Labour 
supports the National Religious 
’Party (NRP), which insists it sho- 
uld run most religious affairs. 


Gorbachev calls on U.S. to 
take ‘realistic’ stand in talks 


LONDON (AP) — Visiting Kre- 
mlin leader Mikhail S. Gorbachev 
said Tuesday the Soviet Union is 
prepared to take the“most radical 
measures” in upcoming arms talks 
with the United States in order to 
limit and eventually eliminate nuc- 
lear weapons. 

“It is now up to the United Sta- 
tes to make a move, to cake this 
time a realistic stand which would 
make for effective negotiations." 
he told British members of par- 
liament during a visit to the House 
of Commons. 

His speech followed a morning 
of sightseeing during which Mr. 
Gorbachev, a member of the Sov- 
iet politburo and a possible suc- 
cessor to President Konstantin U. 
Chernenko, paid a visit to Lon- 


don's historic Westminster 
Abbey. 

In a generally conciliatory spe- 
ech to the lawmakers, Mr. Gor- 
bachev stressed as be has before 
during hi$ visit here the “key imp- 
ortance” of preventing an arms 
race in space. 

Mr. Gorbachev arrived at Wes- 
tminster Abbey in a black Rolls 
Royce flying the Soviet hammer- 
and-sickie flag and was conducted, 
around the church by its dean, the 
Vety Rev. Edward Carpenter. 

As he entered the cathedral's 
great west door, Mr. Gorbachev 
remarked, “I feel as if Tye been 
here before," the church’s verger, 
David Dorey, reported. 
Gorbachev' woos Britons with a 
warm smile, page 4 


Reagan announces $28b cut in defence budget 


WASHINGTON (R) — President 
Reagan has decided to cut defence 
spending by $28.1 billion in the 
next three years, less than half the 
total urged by his top budget adv- 
isers to reduce soaring gov- 
ernment deficits, the White House 
announced Tuesday. 

Mr. Reagan’s decision was a vic- 
tory for Defence Secretary Caspar 
Weinberger in his battle against 
major defence cuts and a defeat 
for Budget Director David Sto- 
ckman. who had called for Pen- ’ 
ta go n uudget reductions of S58 
billion in the 1986, 1987 and 1988" 
financial years. 

The president emphasised his 


commitment to a strong national 
defence at adquate spending lev- 
els” in coming to his decision, . 
White House spokesman Larry 
Speakes said. 

Defence spending in the current 
1985 financial year, which ends 
next Sept. 30, is $258.6 billion. 

The White House said that des- 
pite the cuts announced Tuesday 
the Pentagon budget would rise in 
the next three years. 

Defence spending would total ■ 
$277.5 billion in the 1986 fin- 
ancial year be ginni ng next Oct- 
ober, $3123 billion in 1987, and 
$348.6 billion in 1988', the White 


House said. 

Mr. Reagan has left domestic 
programmes to bear the main 
brunt of reductions aimed at red- 
ucing the deficit. 

The White House announced 
earlier that domestic spending 
would be reduced by $34 billion in 
tbe 1986 financial year. 

The deficit is now about $200 
billion and Mr. Reagan' s goal is to 
cut it to $100 billion by 1988. 

Mr. Stockman, supported by 
other cabinet officers whose bud- 
gets are to be severely reduced, 
called for higher defence cuts so as 
to meet Mr. Reagan’s goal. 


Israelis stage mass arrest in Lebanon 


SIDON. Lebanon (R) — Israeli- 
occupation forces Tuesday arr- 
ested 21 people in South Lebanon 
in the second “security” sweep in 
a week, security sources said. 

In a dawn raid on the coastal 
village of Sarafand, 16 kilometres 
south of Sidon, Israeli intelligence 
agents backed by troops in arm- 
oured personnel carriers sealed 
off the town and entered several 
houses, the sources said. 

Chanting anti- Israeli slogans, 
women and children tried to stop 
the search but the Israelis arrested 
seven people, including members 
of the Shi’ite Amal movement that 
leads some of the civil and armed 
resistance to the two- 
and-a-half-year-old Israeli occ- 
upation of the south, residents 
said. 

Israeli troops also made a sweep 
through suburbs of Sidon, inc- 
luding the Palestinian refugee 


camp of “Ain Al Hilweh. They 
arrested 14 people, the security 
sources said. 

Five villagers died as a result of 
an Israeli raid on several Lebanese 
villages east of Tyre on Thursday, 
according to U.N. sources. Some 
20 other people were injured and 
135 arrested (UNIFIL denies role 
in Israeli attacks, page 2) 

In Tel Aviv, military sources 
confirmed that the Israelis had 
carried out another operation in 
southern Lebanese villages Tue- 
sday but declined to give details. 

Lebanese-Israeli talks aimed ar 
ending the Israeli occupation of 
South Lebanon have bogged 
down and a senior U.S. envoy is 
currently in the region trying to 
revive them. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State Richard Murphy, who was in 
Israel Monday, arrived Tuesday in 
Damascus on the second visit to 


Syria in his current shuttle, dip- 
lomatic sources in the Syrian cap- 
ital said. 

Beirut radio stations and new- 
spapers said the latest negotiation 
session between Lebanese and 
Israeli delegates at the border 
town of Naqoura Monday failed to 
produce any progress. 

The Israeli newspaper Haaretz 
reported Tuesday that Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres fav- 
ours a unilateral Israeli wit- 
hdrawal from South Lebanon if 
the negotiations fail to produce a 
suitable agreement. 

“If the efforts to achieve a 
political-military agreement... do 
not succeed, as it now appears, I 
am in favour of withdrawing the 
Israeli army to the international 
border," Mr. Peres told the new- 
spaper. “That is to say, for a full 
withdrawal and taking the risk." 


‘Murphy urged mutual PLO-Israel recognition’ 


KUWAIT (AP) ~ U.S. Assistant 
Secretary of State Richard Mur- 
phy has urged the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation ( PLO ) to 
“mutual recognition” with Israel 
as a precondition for Was- 
hington’s own recognition of the 
PLO, according to a report in the 
newspaper Al Qabas Tuesday. 

The paper, in a report from its 
correspondent in Amman, said 
that Mr. Murphy met with a Pal- 
estinian personality whom it only 
identified as “close to the PLO” 
during his visit to Amman. 

Mr. Murphy is currently on a 
shuttle of Middle East capitals 
basically aimed at boosting neg- 
otiations for a pullout of Israeli 
rroops from occupied South Leb- 
anon". He is also probing chances 
of a Palestinian settlement on the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

AI Qabas said the Palestinian 
conveyed to Mr. Murphy the PLO 
policy on peace efforts and “the 


PLO keenness to have a dialogue 
with the U.S.” 

Among the ideas suggested to 
facilitate the dialogue was that it 
be initiated by Washington with 
two newly-appointed members to 
the PLO Executive Committee, 
Mohammad Milhem and Fahd Al 
Qawasmeh, the paper said. 

The two prominent West Bank 
figures had formerly visited the 
United States and were “friends of 
several U.S. personalities inc- 
luding Murphy, Secretary of State 
George Shultz and other Ame- 
rican politicians,” the paper said. 

Al Qabas said Mr. Murphy had 
also met with Mr. Qawasmeh 
•prior to the convening of the Pal- 
estine National Council in 
Amman last month. But it did not 
say when or where that meeting 
took place. 

At that tfibeting, Mr. 'Qaw- 
asmeh presented written que- 
stions to Mr. Murphy and the 
American official's replies were 


•described as “unsatisfactory.” 

Still, Mr. Qawasmeh expressed 
to Mr. Murphy the PLO’s wish to 
stan a dialogue with Washington, 
the paper said. 

Questions and answers pub- 
lished by the paper had the PLO 
asking whether the U.S. was ready 
for a dialogue with the PLO to 
which the reply was that a prior 
condition was an amendment to 
the PLO charter which calls for 
military struggle against Israel, 
and recognition of the Jewish 
state. 

Asked “in return for what.” the 
American reply was “in return for 
mutual recognition with Israel 
which would help the U 3. rec- 
ognise the PLO officially." 

• Further on, the U.S. rec- 
ommended “direct negotiations” 
between the PLO and Israel for a 
Palestinian settlement based on 
United Nations resolutions, the 
Camp David accords and Rea- 
gan peace proposals of Sep tl 982. 


Sultan 

* 

Muda of 
Brunei 
arrives 
today 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Sultan Muda 
Hassan Al Bolkiah Darns Saiant of 
Brunei and his wife. Her Highness 
Mariam, are expected to arrive in 
Amman Wednesday on a three- 
day state visit'to Jordan upon the 
invitation of Their Majesties King 
Hussein and Queen Noor, the 
Royal Court announced Tuesday. 

During h is visit, the Brunei lea- 
der will hold talks with King Hus- 
sein on issues of interest to Arabs 
and Muslims and will discuss ways 
and means to strengthen 
Jordanian- Brunei relations, the 
Rqyal Court announcement said. 

Sultan Muda, who arrived in 
Cairo Monday after a state visit to 
Oman, Tuesday held talks with 
Egyptian President Hosni Mub- 
arak during which they agreed on . 
the need for Israel to withdraw 
from Lebanon, Reuters reported 
from the Egyptian capital. 

Egypt’s presidential adviser 
Osama Baz told reporters after tbe 
80-minute talks that Egypt and 
Brunei agreed on “the necessity of 
total withdrawal of Israeli troops 
from Lebanon.” 

The two leaders also discussed 
tbe Middle East problem “notably 
the dangerous situation in Leb- 
anon and the continuing war bet- 
ween Iran and Iraq,” now in its 
fifth year. 

On Afghanistan, Mr. Baz said: 
“We believe there is a need for an 
immediate withdrawal of foreign 
troops to allow the people of Afg- 
hanistan to determine their own 
future.” 
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Iran to try hijackers 
of Kuwaiti airliner 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 19, 1984 


LONDON (R) — Four men who hijacked a Kuwaiti 
airliner to Tehran earlier this month will be tried in 
Iran and wiU not be extradited to any other country, 
the Iranian public prosecutor was quoted Tuesday 
as saying. 


The official Iranian News Age- 
ncv IRNA, received in London, 
quoted Hojaioleslam Mir Emadi 
as saying ia Tehran that the hij- 
ackers would be tried in acc- 
ordance with the penal law of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran. 

The hijackers, said to be Arabs 
but whose affiliation was unclear, 
killed two American officials after 
forcing the plane on Dec. 4 to 
Tehran where they held it until 
Iranian security men stormed it 
around midnight on Dec. 9. 

The plane had been on a flight 
from Kuwait to Karachi but was 
taken over after a stopover in the 


Gulf emirate of Dubai. The hij- 
ackers boarded in Dubai after fly- 
ing there from Beirut. 

Mr. Mir Emadi was quoted as 
saying a number of countries had 
asked for the extradition of the 
hijackers. But he added: "Bec- 
ause no country has so far ext- 
radited to Iran hi j ackers of Iranian 
airliners, such an irrational req- 
uest cannot be accepted." 

Kuwait is thought to have been 
considering asking for the ext- 
radition of the hijackers, whose 
main demand was Iot the release 
of a group of Shfite Muslims jai- 
led in Kuwait for bombing the 


U.S. and French embassies’a year 
ago. 

Mr. Mir Emadi said the hij- 
ackers were still being int- 
errogated and they would be bro- 
ught to trial as soon as th'is was 
completed. He said their nat- 
ionalities would not affect the ver- 
dicts, according to IRNA. 

Whether the trial would be pub- 
lic or nor depended on the results 
of the interrogation. Mr. Mir 
Emadi added. 

The Iranian prosecutor also said 
the hijackers of an Air France jet- 
liner, forced to Tehran last August 
on a flight from Frankfurt to Paris, 
would be tried soon. IRNA quo- 
ted him as saying their case was 
"in the final stages and once it is 
completed, their trial wilt start." 

The three hijackers freed their 
hostages in Tehran but then blew 
up the cockpit of the Air France 
Boeing 737. 


Hijack survivor talks about ordeal 


WASHINGTON ( AP) — Charles 
Kapar has said that hijackers of a 
Kuwaiti airliner told him he would 
be the next to die in the six-day 
ordeal at Tehran's Mehrabad Air- 
port that ended when Iranian sec- 
urity forces stormed the plane. 

But Mr. Kapar, an employee of 
the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID), told a 
news conference that the hijackers 
may have decided to spare his life 
after he told them he was a high 
U.S. government official and felt 
he could be used as a bargaining 
chip in negotiations to end the hij- 
acking. 

Smiling and relaxed. Mr. Kapar, 
57. seemed in far better condition 
than he was six days ago when he 
was freed bearing the scars of 
pistol-butt beatings by the hij- 
ackers. On Monday, the most vis- 


ible evidence of his ordeal were 
red spots in the whites of his eyes. 

Mr. Kapar was among the final 
group of hostages who were freed 
Dec. 9 when Iranian security for- 
ces stormed the jetliner. 

Two of Mr. Kapar's colleagues 
at USAID. William Stanford and 
Charles Hegna. were killed by 
their captors. A fourth American, 
John Costa, a New York bus- 
inessman. was freed with Mr. 
Kapar. 

At the outset of the news con- 
ference, Mr. Kapar said, “I am 
happy to be alive." 

He said Mr. Hegna was killed 
first because the hijackers want to 
make “an example of him.” When 
Mr. Stanford was killed later, Mr. 
Kapar said, his death may have 
been accidental. 

"I was told I was number 


three," he continued. After one of 
the hijackers threatened him with 
death. Mr. Kapar said he told him, 
" I may die, but you' re go jng to d ie. 
too." 

Mr. Kapar said the hijackers 
claimed they were from Kuwait, 
but that they looked more like 
Lebanese or Palestinians and 
"acted like" fundamentalist Mus- 
lims, in part, because of their neg- 
ative attitude toward men’s mag- 
azines and alcoholic beverages. 

The mood aboard the plane flu- 
ctuated between periods of bor- 
edom and high tension. 

Mr. Kapar, who has already pra- 
ised Iranians for their treatment of 
him, said the Iranian government 
could dispel doubts about whether 
it colluded with the terrorists by 
having “these four people tried as 
murderers," 



OIC foreign ministers 
converge on Sanaa 


HONECKER-BENJED1D TALKS: East 

(German head of state Erich Honecker (second from 
[right) heads his country’s delegation to official talks 


in Algiers with an Algerian team headed by Pre- 
sident Chadli Benjedid (second from left). 


UNIFIL denies part 
in Israeli attacks 


Iranian officials reportedly bought 
explosives that blew U.S. barracks 


NEW YORK (API — An emp- 
loyee of the Iranian embassy in 
Bern. Switzerland, is believed to 
have purchased the explosives 
that blew up the U.S. Marine bar- 
racks in Lebanon last year. Rea- 
der' s Digest has reported. 

The magazine said in the story 
in its January issue it “spent 
months inlerviewing intelligence 
and anti-terrorist experts here (in 
the United Slates) and throughout 
Europe and the Middle East. Key 
Iranian exiles were also debriefed. 
Some members of the Tehran reg- 
ime itself, appalled by the bru- 
tality of (Ayatollah Ruhollah) 
Khomeinf s rule, risked their lives 
to speak with us. AH agreed the 
threat is very grave." 

The magazine said Iran uses its 
embassies in Bern and Bonn. West 
Germany, as "conduits for wea- 
pons and explosives" for terrorist 
acts. 

“In June I9S2. for example, an 
employee of Khomeini's Bern 
embassy secretly purchased 300 
tons of the lethal explosive cyc- 
lonitc from a weapons broker in 
Brussels" .the magazine said. 
"Shipped in disguise to Lebanon 


via India, the explosives are bel- 
ieved to have been used in the sui- 
cide attack on the U.S. Marines 
barracks in Beirut." 

In another' incident, a rep- 
resentative of the magazine posed 
as a European arms broker and 
contacted an agent of Khomeini in 
Bern, according to the Digest. 

“ Within minutes, the agent had- 
agreed to purchase 10 tons of ill- 
icit cyclonite," the explosive, that 
blew up the Marine barfacks in 
October 1983. the article said. 

Reader’s Digest accused Ira- 
nian terrorists of bombing a pas- 
senger train and the Marseille 
Train Station and of wounding a 
U.S. consul in Strassbourg in Fra- 
nce. The magazine also said (hey 
were behind aborted plots to blow 
up both a U.S. airliner on a 
( ran s- Atlantic flight and NATO 
facilities in Turkey. 

The Digest also quotes exiled 
former Iranian Prime Minister Ali 
A mini as saying that the number 
of Khomeinr s followers has been 
increasing in the United States for 
15 years, adding, “they are very 
well hidden and financed." 

Since the mid-1970s, the article 


said, Iranians have used the cover 
of providing classes in Shfite Mus- 
lim dogma to enlist militant black 
prison inmates who have con- 
verted to Islam. "Upon release, 
these men joined Khomeini's 
American terrorist apparatus." 
the article said. 

Khomeinr s agents operate out 
of the Iranian interests section of 
the Algerian embassy, since the 
United States has no diplomatic 
relations with Iran, and the section 
now includes about 60 people, the 
magazine reported. 

"It is in constant contact with 
Khomeini networks across the 
United States and arranges for 
clandestine funding of their act- 
ivities through tax-free Islamic 
Front Organisations” the Digest 
said. 

The Soviet Union “is quietly 
building its own infrastructure 
deep within Iran’s ruling clique of 
ayatollahs." according to the 
magazine. It said Mosavi Kho- 
eim. who was singled out by freed 
hostages as the leader of the Ira- 
nians who seized Lhe U.S. embassy 
in Tehran in 1979, was pro-Soviet. 


TEL AVIV (R) — A United Nat- 
ions spokesman Tuesday denied 
U.N. peacekeeping troops aided 
an Israeli military attack in South 
Lebanon last Thursday. 

“Absolutely not,” said Timor 
Goksel. spokesman for the U.N. 
Interim Force In Lebanon { UNI- 
FIL), when asked if there was 
complicity between U.N. forces 
and Israeli units during an Israeli 
security sweep through Shfite 
Muslim villages in the Tyre area 
under UNIFIL control. 

Nabih Bern. Lebanese minister 
of state for South Lebanon, was 
quoted by Lebanon's National 
News Agency Monday as saying 
he was “almost certain" U.N. tro- 
ops were involved in the action. 

Goskel told Reuters that UNI- 
FIL faces “an incompatible sit- 
uation of having an occupation 
.force in the area and a U.N. pea- 
cekeeping force." 

He added: “AJI the problems, 
arise because these forces, their 
objectives, missions and ways of 
operating are totally inc- 
ompatible." 

Israel said the operation cov- 
ered four villages and resulted in 
two deaths. Lebanese reports said 
five people died as a result of an 
Israeli sweep through seven vil- 
lages. 

An Israeli military spokesman 
denied a charge by Mr. Berri. lea- 
der of the Shi’ite militia Araal, 
that Israeli troops destroyed items 
in schools, mosques and other rel- 
igious centres and took cash and 
jewellery. 

The spokesman said Israeli tro- 
ops had advance knowledge that 
weapons were hidden in a mosque 
in one village. 

“Indeed, most of the weapons 
seized were found in that mos- 
que." he said. 

Sources in the South had earlier 
said three people were killed. 21 
wounded and 135 arrested in an 
Israeli swoop on seven villages 
near the southern Lebanese port 
of Tyre. U.N, sources said Mon- 
day two more people had died 
from wounds. 

Israel says two people died and 
the operation covered four vil- 
lages. 

The UNIFIL. established in 
1978 following an Israeli invasion 


of southern Lebanon, has 5.200 
men from nine countries including 
France stationed between the Lit- 
ani River and the Israeli border. 

Mr. Berri was speaking to rep- 
orters after a one-hour meeting 
with U.S. Ambassador Reginald 
Bartholomew at which an Israeli 
withdrawal and the LlNfFIL role 
were discussed. 

Mr. Berri said he had told Mr. 
Bartholomew of his surprise over 
the “insignificant American 
stand" on the Israeli operation. 

“We told the American amb- 
assador that this stand on the pan 
of his government and other gov- 
ernments casts doubt on. if it does 
not affirm, the extent of backing 
provided by these big powers to 
Israel." Mr. Berri said. 

Women confront - 
Israelis 

Meanwhile, Shfite women cha- 
nting “Israelis go home” con- 
fronted Israeli soldiers when they 
returned Monday to the scene of a 
■ major search operation last week 
in South Lebanon. 

“We come in peace. Stay in 
your homes," an Israeli ann- 
ounced in Arabic through a lou- 
dspeaker as his command car 
edged into the village of Bidyas 
near the port of Tyre. 

Last Thursday Israeli occ- 
upation forces mounted an anti- 
guerrilla sweep through Shfite vil- 
lages. On Monday they took rep- 
orters on a heavily guarded tour of 
the tense area. 

In Bidyas. the convoy of four 
armed personnel carriers, an 
ambulance and reporters’ vans 
wound into the dusty square and 
was met by about 50 fist-shaking 
women, some with children. 

The only local man in sight was 
the muhktar (village headman), 
Mahmoud Karfarami, who told 
reporters the Israelis had gat- 
hered the villagers together last 
Thursday, taken their weapons 
and then released most of them. 

As Mr. Karfarami spoke, loud 
Arabic chanting started booming 
from village loudspeakers and Isr- 
aelis in full combat kit patrolled 
the square's perimeter uneasily. 

“God is Great." the women cal- 
led. “Israelis go home.” 


Committee 
votes to limit 
Kahane’s 
immunity 


TEL AVIV (R) — A committee 
of Israel's parliament voted Tue- 
sday to limit the parliamentary 
immunity of Rabbi Meir Kahane, 
who was elected on a platform 
advocating eviction of Arabs from 
Israeli territory. 

The House Committee voted 
12-8 in an open session to rec- 
ommend that the entire house lift 
Mr, Kahane' s immunity with reg- 
ard to freedom of movement. 

Mr. Kahane. elected to par- 
liament last July, has tried to enter 
Arab villages as pan of his pro- 
gramme to expel Israel's 650.000 
Arab citizens and the 1.3 million 
Palestinians living under Israeli 
rule in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

The American-born Rabbi was 
invited but refused to attend the 
committee sessions. “Whatever 
will be. Kahane will not be lim- 
ited." he told the state radio. 

The committee's rec- 
ommendation was to be con- 
sidered by the entire parliament 
next week. 

“ 1 hope this is only the first step 
toward lifting Kahane’s immunity 
and rejecting him from the Kne- 
sset (parliament),” said Yossi 
Sarid of the leftist Citizens' Rights 
Parry who sponsored the ami- 
Kahane resolution. 


SANAA, N. Yemen (AP) — For- 
eign ministers of the Organisation 
of Islamic Conference (OIC) con- 
verged on Sanaa Tuesday to del- 
iberate collective means of ending 
the Iraq-Iran war, liberating Jer- 
usalem from the Israeli military 
occupation, and aiding the Pal- 
estinians in their quest to exercise 
self-determination in an ind- 
ependent state of their own. 

Of the 43 OIC member cou- 
ntries 36 have sent their foreign 
ministers and plenipotentiaries to 
take part in the four-day con- 
ference. The 44th member, the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). was represented by its 
Chairman Yasser Arafat and his 
chief foreign policy officer Farouk 
Kaddoumi. 

Officials and analysts said they 
expected the sessions to be sto- 
rmy, noting that the foreign min- 
isters of warring Iraq and Iran 
were present to plead their res- 
pective cases in rhe 50-month-old 
conflict. 

Iraqi Foreign Minister Tariq 
Aziz was to appeal to the con- 
ference to lean on Iran for an 
immediate end to the war which 
wrecked the economies of the two 
Gulf countries and claimed hun- 
dreds of thousands of lives.- 
The Iranian foreign minister. 
Ali Akbar Velayati. was to rei- 
terate his country’s demand for an 
OIC condemnation of Iraq as the 
“aggressor" and press for billions 
of dollars in war retributions to be 
paid by Iraq and Gulf Arab pow- 
ers. according to sources close to" 
the conference. 

Arab diplomatic sources said 
they expected the conference to 
produce no effective action, bey- 
ond a resolution to resume med- 
iation efforts between the warring 
sides. 

“No one expects Iran to come 
up with any real proposals for end- 
ing the war." said one diplomat, 
who refused to be identified. “On 
that score, both the Iranian and 
Iraqi delegates are expected to use 
the meeting here as a means of 
drumming up their respective 
propaganda lines." 

The same source said that a 
number of foreign ministers, mai- 
nly of the Gulf region, were to put 
forward specific proposals for end- 
ing the conflict. 

Mr. Arafat, they said, was to 
offer a proposal for a two-month 
truce during which OIC mediators 
would bring the warring sides to 
the negotiating table for a decisive 
peace. 

The Arafat proposals call for an 
Islamic disengagement force to be 
deployed along the 1,1 80- 
kilometre Iraq-Iran battlefrom. 

“ Iraq has accepted all proposals 


for peace, but it will be interesting 
to see how Velayati will react," 
said the same diplomat 

Iraq has escalated its air raids on 
oil tankers and freighters within 
and outside the Gulf war zone, 
with the stated aim of blocking 
Iran's crude oil exports and und- 
ermining its economy. 

Shortly before the OIC foreign 
ministers began gathering here, 
Iraq jet fighters have been laun- 
ching almost daily raids on tankers 
sailing south of Iran's Kharg Isl- 
and oil terminal. 

Conference sources said most 
foreign ministers viewed the eso 
alation as an Iraqi bid to pressure 
the OIC to persuade Iran to quit 
fighting and-srart negotiating. 

The conference also was to dis- 
cuss the Soviet militaiy occ- 
upation of Afghnistan and seek 
means of mustering collective dip- 
lomatic action to end it. 

With the exception of Kuwait, 
the Saudi Arabian-led Gulf Arab 
countries have shunned dip- 
lomatic relations w’ith Moscow. 
The Saudi foreign minister. Prince 
Saud A1 Faisal, in a recent new- 
spaper interview praised the Kre- 
mlin leadership for being “just 
and honourable " toward the Pal- 
estinian cause, appealing to Mos- 
cow for a similar attitude on the 
Afghan issue. 

A number of the OIC member 
countries have been aiding Afg- 
han guerrillas in their war against 
the Soviet military occupation. 

The OIC countries have “fro- 
Afghanistan's membership 


zen 

of the Organisation, contending 
that the pro-Soviet Kabul gov- 
ernment was not representative of 
that country’ s people. 

Libya and Syria have tried to 
bar Egypt from attending the 
Sanaa conference, accusing the 
Egyptian government of President 
Hosni Mubarak of being “an 
agent of Israel within the Islamic 
fold”. But other members of the 
OIC have stood firm against this, 
insisting that Egypt had a right to 
attend, 

Egypt was reinstated in the OIC 
in January, four years after the 
Organisation had frozen its mem- 
bership in protest against its 1979 
U.S.-sponsored peace treaty links 
with Israel. 

Conference sources said they 
expected the Egyptian, Syrian and 
Libyan delegates would be locked 
in a war of words during the mee- 
tings over the Middle East peace 
process. 

They said the conference was to 
issue recommendations and res- 
olutions on means of bolstering 
the PLO and aiding guerrillas aga- 
inst Israel within occupied ter- 
ritory. 


Time editor calls Begin’s denial ‘credible’ 


NEW YORK ( AP) —The chief of 
correspondents for Time mag- 
azine testified Monday he thought 
former Israeli Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin’s denial was 
"credible" when Begin said a sec- 
ret report contained no inf- 
ormation about an alleged dis- 
cussion by Ariel Sharon of the • 
need for revenge by Lebanese 
Falangists.- 

However, Richard Duncan, an 
assistant managing editor ofTime. 
said he thought it was “sec- 
ondary" where the information 


had been written down. What 
mattered, he contended, was what 
was discussed when Mr. Sharon, 
then Israeli defence minister, met 
with the family of Bashir Gem- 
ayel, the assassinated president- 
elect of Lebanon in September, 
1982. 

The newsman testified in U.S. 
district court at a $50-raiIIion libel 
lawsuit brought by Mr. Sharon 
after Time said he had discussed 
the need for the revenge of Bas- 
hir’s death with the Gemayel fam- 
ily. 


Mr. Duncan testified he bel- 
ieved Mr. Begin's denial that there 
was any information in the secret 
Kalian Commission report on the 
massacre that Sharon had dis- 
cussed the need for revenge with 
the leaders. 

"Did you regard Prime Minister 
Begin's denial as credible?" he 
was asked by Richard Goldstein, 
one of Mr. Sharon’s attorneys. 

" Yes. But I don’t know whether 
he knew the whole story... of what 
took place at Bikfaya," Mr. Dun- 
can responded. 
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Century 11:00 World News 11:09 Bri- 
tish Press Review 11:15 The World 
Today U -JO Financial News >1:40 Look 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


exhibitions 

• An an exhibition of oils and wat- 
ercolours by Nelle (Swiss) at 6.-00 pjn. 
at the French Cultural Centre until Dec. 


■ Annua] book exhibition at Yannouk 
Uaivetsiry (until Dec. 19). 

■ An exhibition of ornaments by Sab* 
shat Urtag Al Rashdan at 5:00 p.m. at 
the Regency Palace Hotel. 

* A Palestinian national documentary 
exhibitionat 400 p.m. at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre (until Dec. 24). 

t 

FILMS 

* Italian film- week at 8.-00 p.m. at the 
Royal Cultural Centre (until Dec 21) 

* Bremen Frciheh. at 8:00 p.m- Goethe 
Insritute. Amman. 

* Ordinary People, 7;00 pjn~ Ame- 
rican Centre. 

~ An Evening of Songs and Music by Al 
Ray at Group. Studio Theatre Royal 
Cultural Centre 6.00 pjn- 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre .Tel: 661026/7 

American Centre - „ 44371 

American Centre library 41520 

British Council ~ 36147-8 

French Cultural Centre 37009 

Goethe Institute 41993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 44203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 24049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 39777* 

Haya Arts Centre 663193 

Hussein Youth City 66718] 

Y.W.C.A. - 41793 

Y.W.M.A, 664251 

Amman Municipal Library ..... 361 i 1 
'University of Jordan Library 8435SJ 

MUSEUMS 


Amman. Opening hours; 9.00 a.m. - 5 
p.m. Year-round. TeL 51760. 

Jordan Archaeological rouse urn: Has an 
excellent collection of the antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal Al OaTa (Citadel Hill). 
Opening hours: 9.00 ajn. - 5.00 p.m. 
(Fridays and official holidays 10.00 a.m. 
to 4.00 p.m.). Closed Tuesdays. 


SERVICE CLUBS 


Fafcle r e Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
bom Madsba and J crash (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. 


Club. Meetings every 

first and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Inn. 1 :30 p.m. 

Uoas Philadelphia Club. Meetings ' 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel, 7:30 p.m. 
PMaddplua Rotary Chib. Meetings 
every Wednesday at lhe Holiday Inn, 
1:30 p.m. 

Rotary Chib. Meetings every Tuesday 
at rhe Intercontinental Hotel. 2.00 pm. 
Royal Automobile Club. Jabal Amman 
Eighth Circle. Tel. 81653a. 


CHURCHES 

St. JONflh Church (Roman Catholic} 
Jabal Amman, tel. 24590. 

Church of the Anaunriatfaxi (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh. 37440. 

De la S*Bc Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein, 661757. 

Church of Che Ananwciatioo (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali, 23541 . 

AngUcaa Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman, 41359. 
Armenia* CMbotfc Church Ashrafieh. 

771331. 

Ai-BMBfaui Orthodox Church Ashrafieh. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church (Syrian Orthodox.) 
Ashrafieh, 771751. 

Amman htcnuudoaal Church (Inter* 
.denominational): meets al Southern 
Baptist School m Shmeisani. 816534. 


PRAYER TIMES 

8*84 _ Fajr 

06:32 ................ (Sunrise) Duka 

11x38 - - Dhuhr 

1*17 4 -Asr - 

1603 Maghreb - 

1*02 ‘bhu 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


AMMAN AIRPORT 

77iif information is supplied by Alia inf- 
ormation department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport teL ( 08} 53200, 
where it should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

0fc50 — Cairo (MS) 

07:40 Karachi (PK) 

0*30 Aqaba (RJ) 

09-JO — — Sanaa IIY) 

0*45 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:06 Kuwait (RJ) 

10:20 Beirut (RJ} 

12:15 Abu Dhabi. Doha (GA) 

1*40 Kuwait tKUl 

15:10 .... Jeddah »SV) 

17:00 Rio de Janeiro. Lisbon (1A) 

17:30 _... Copenhagen. Frankfurt (RJ) 
17:35 Los Angeles, Chicago, Vienna 
(RJ) 

17:40 London, Paris (RJ) 

17:40 — . New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:45 Bucharest, Istanbul (RJ) 

18:80 Rome (RJ) 

18:10 Paris. Damascus (TA) 

18J0 Bangkok (RJ) 

MfeJ© Cairo (RJ) 

IkN - Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

19-25 — - Beirut (MBA) 

26-30 Frankfurt. Damascus (LH) 

223* .. Cairo (RJ) 

00*W Cairo (RJ) 

01:18 Baghdad (RJ) 

DEPARTURES 

06-30 .... Istanbul, Amsterdam (KLMl 

0630 ........ Damascus. Frankfurt (LH) 

07:00 Beirut (RJ) 

07:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

07 JO ....... — Cairo (EA) 

•8:3® - Athens (OA) 

18:45 ......... Abu Dhabi. Karachi (PK) 

1635 Damascus. Rome (Alitalia) 

I2HW Belgrade. London (RJ) 

12:05 Larnaca. Zurich (SR) 

1*36 Doha. Abu Dhabi, Muscat (GA) 

]4s30 Cairo (RJ) 

15:40 Kuwait (KU) 

16s 40 Jeddah (SV | 

18.-00 Baghdad (IA) 

1*J8 - — Kuwait (RJ) 

1*46 Dhahran (RJ) 

2040 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

20:15 - Jeddah (RJ) 

2fc30 Sanaa (IY) 

2030 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

20:45 _ Cairo (RJ) 

21:10 .......... Baghdad (RJ) 


23:10 Cairo (EA) 

MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regular-line ships docking at Aqaba 
port: 

— Argooafiis 

— Ibn Hazem 

— Marko Oreskovic 

— Ibn KhaJikan 

— Kora! Queen 

— Kharaman Maras 

— Herend 

— Tuhobtc 

— Farah One 

Amin Kawar and Sons Company. Tel: 
22324 (six lines) at your service. 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Local seiUbuy rates in fils 

Belgian franc 64.6/ 65 

Dutch guilder 115.3/ 116' 

Egyptian guinea 305 i 308 J 

French franc 42.4/ 42.7 

Iraqi dinar 331.6/ 335^5 

Italian lire (for 100) 21.1/ 21.3 

Japanese yen (for 100) 162.6/ 163.6 

Kuwaiti dinar 1325/ 1330 

Lebanese lira 45.7/ 47 j 

On^n'riyal 1153.3/ 116L6 

Qauri riyal 110.1/ 110.8 

fWd'.riyd 113/ 113.5 

Swedish crown 45.5/ 45 8 

Swiss ftanc 157.6/ 15ft ‘ A 

synan lira 40 21 40.8 

UAE dirham 109.3/ ! 10 

C.K. sterling pound 476.6/ 47P.J 

U.S. dollar 4 02/ 404 

W. German mark ... 130.2/ i3j 


weather 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

There will be Slight increase in tem- 
perature, with southeasterly moderate 
winds. In Aqaba, winds win be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 

Low thigh temperature in deg.C. 

Amman .... 3/15 

8/21 

Deserts 1/J6 

Jordan Valley 10/21 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


EMERGENCIES ‘ 

Ambulance 193.775111 

Fimaid, Rue. police 1 99 

Blood bank 775121 

Civil Defence rescue - 6611 II 

Fire headquarter* 22090-3 

Police rescue 192.21111.37777 

Police headquarters 39141 

Traffic police 56390-1 

Electric Power Co 36381-2 

Municipal water service 77 1 125-8 

Ouccn Alia Ini. Airport .. (OR) 53333 

HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre .. R138I3-32 
Khalidi Maternity, J, Amn „ 4428I-4 
Akileh Maternity, J. Amman .. 42441 

x. Jabal Amman Maternity 42362 

Malhas. J. Amman 36140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 664 1 71-4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845R45 

Dar AJ-Shifa. J. Hussein 66715R 

Al- Muss her Hospital 667227-9 

The Islamic. Abdali 66 s too 

Al-Ahh. Abdali 664164 

Italian. Ai-Muhajrccn 777101-3 

* Ai-Bashfr, J. Ashrafieh .... 775] 1 1 

Army, Marita 

NIGHT DUTY 


Dr. Yousef Sara mo ur . 

Mreish pharmacy 

Nairoukh pharmacy 
Darwish pharmacy ..... 
5th Circle pharmacy 
Fayzey pharmacy 


TAXIS: 

Neil taxi 

Grand Palace taxi 

'Medical City taxi ...~.! 

Faisal taxi 

Rashied taxi 

Talal taxi 


CRBD3 

Dr. Abdul Majid Sabahin 
Al Cuds pharmacy ...... 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Samir Al Lawa ....... 


- 675648 
.. 770910 

- 23672 
... 25091 
.812141 
■661627 


44433 
667079 
813813 
.. 22051 
.. 22023 
.. 25021 


- 75393 
.(-) 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Awni Hawamdeh 


.777665 


(-0 


general 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan .... 

Ministry of Tourism " 4-13 , 1 

Hotel complaints ...... ’Vwuuii 

Pna complaints “H76 

Information 

. toniaa and Middle in 

Overseas calls , X 

Cable or telegram 

Repair service j 


market prices 


Upperilower price 
Apple (double red) 

Apple (golden) 

Apple (starken) .... 

Banana 

Banana (Mukanunar) 

Beans 

Broad beans 

Cabbage 

Chestnut .._ 

Carrot 

Cauliflower 

Cucumber (large) 
Cucumber (small) 
Eggplant (largo) ... 
Eggplant (small) 

Garlic 

Grapefruit 

Lemon 


tn fils per kg. 
240/180 
240/ ISO 
240/180 
280 / 240 
240/210 
360/300 
750 / 650' 
150/10Q 
650/600 
120/ 90 
240/180 
220/ 180 
460/400 
>90/150 
200/160 
180/150 
>30/ 100 
140/100 


Mallow 

Mandarin 

Marrow (large) “ 

Marrow (small) " 

Onion (dry) 

Onion (green) 

Okra ... 

Granges (Abu Sum)''."', 
Oranges (Shammouii) _ 

Pear* (American) 
Pepper (sweet) ' 

Pepper (hot green) " 

Potatoes (local) 

Quince — 

Radishes 

Spinach 
Tomatoes 
Turnip 


- 320 / 250 

. — 150/100 
... — 180/140 

270/220 

170/140 

-160/120 

650/550 

-....240/180 
180/140 

80/ 80 
550/480 

— 210/160- 
— 210/160 
-.-..190/160 
— 170/ iso; 
....-110/ 80 

. — 140/100 
— 400 / 280 
.— 140/ 100 
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Noor awards diplomas 
to nursing graduates 


s 


AMMAN (Petra) — A ceremony 
for graduating nurses and mid- 
wives was held at the A1 Hussein 
Youth City Palace of Culture Tue- 
sday under the patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor. 

At the outset of the ceremony. 
Health Minister Kamel AI Ajl- 
ouni made a speech in which he 
voiced satisfaction at the inc- 
reasing number of applications the 
Health Ministry has been rec- 
eiving from school graduates wis- 
hing to join the nursing pro- 
fession. In the light of the sit- 
uation. the Health Ministry has 
decided to set up two new nursing 
schools in Irbid and Zarqa this 
year and plans to open others in a 
number of districts. Dr. Ajlouni 
said. 

The establishment of these new 
colleges, he said, is designed to 
help meet the shortage in the 


number of nurses. Ar present Jor- 
dan employs 1,009 local nurses 
and hopes to have 1.509 nurses 
and mid wives in three years' time, 
the minister said. 

Dr. Ajlouni appealed to the 
graduates to shoulder their res- 
ponsibilities and to carry out their 
duties faithfully and con- 
scientiously and promised that the 
ministry will endeavour to imp- 
rove the work and pay conditions 
for nurses. 

Also addressing the ceremony 
was Miss Samira Qumuq, pri- 
ncipal of the Irbid nursing school, 
who outlined the role of nurses in 
the general health service in Jor- 
dan. 

Afterwards the 71 graduates 
took a medical oath before the 
Queen who distributed the dip- 
lomas and awards to the those 
excelling in their courses. 



Her Majesty Queen Noor Tuesday presents diplomas to nurses and midwives graduating from Ministry 
of Health nursing schools (Petra photo) 


Jordan, EC sign energy 
planning agreement 


- By Sa’ad G. Hattar 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The European 
Community (EC) is to offer Jor- 
dan assistance for setting up an 
energy planning unit according to 
an agreement signed in Amman 
Tuesday. Minister of Planning 
Abdullah Nsour said. The agr- 
eement stipulates that the EC will 
provide Jordan with specialists 
and training for Jordanian per- 
sonnel on data-collecting methods 
and ways of improving energy 
planning. 

The agreement, signed by Mr. 
Christopher Audland, the director 
general for energy at the EC 
Commission, and Mr. Nsour. also 
offers technical assistance to the 
energy unit at the Ministry of Ene- 
rgy and Mineral Resources. 

The signing of the agreement 
was also attended by Minister of 
Energy and Mineral Resources 
Hisham AJ Khatib, Secretary- 
General of the Ministry of Pla- 
nning Ziad Fraiz and senior off- 
icials from the two ministries. 

The EC delegation. Tuesday 
concluded a tour of Arab cou- 
ntries which aimed to discuss 
means of boosting Euro- 
Mideastern cooperation and coo- 
rdination. 

In a. press, conference he gave 
Monday, Mr. Audland outlined 
the volume of bilateral coo- 
peration between the EC and Jor- 
dan. He said the EC had been pro- 
viding Jordan with technical and 
financial aid and that in 19X5 EC 
aid to Jordan is expected to reach 
450 million European Currency 
Units (ECU), ranging from soft 
loans to grants. He also said that 
the EC is offering technical aid to 
the Jordanian universities, voc- 
ational training institutes and sch- 
ools. 

The EC is also offering exp- 
ertise for operating the Yarmouk 


University computer centre and 
consultancy work to the Eng- 
ineering Faculty at the University 
of Jordan which are also provided 
for in the agreement. Mr. Audland 
said. 

Speaking about the EC ass- 
istance to Jordan regarding energy 
plans. Mr. Audland said although 
there is a huge difference in the 
approach to implementing energy 
plans between Jordan and the EC. 
we hope that we can help Jordan 
to achieve a qualitative leap in the 
effort for the rationalisation of 
energy consumption through est- 
ablishing an energy planning unit. 
He added that the EC countries 
have witnessed a great imp- 
rovement in rationalising con- 
sumption of energy, which app- 
roximates to a level of 20 per cent 
less than that of 1 973. Nuclear sta- 
tions produce about 1 0 per cent of 
overall consumption, he pointed 
out. 

Mr. Audland went od to say that 
energy resources in the EC cou- 
ntries have been increasing con- 
tinuously through the imp- 
lementation of new technology. 
He said that Greece generates 
most of its electricity by using 
solar geothermal resources and 
also wind-power. 

During their stay in Jordan, the 
EC officials also extended an inv- 
itation for Jordanian teams and 
experts to attend EC specialised 
meetings in order to gain exp- 
erience through contacts, said Mr. 
Audland. 

The EC delegation arrived in 
Amman from Kuwah where they 
signed a joint statement on bil- 
ateral cooperation schemes reg- 
arding energy consumption. The 
EC team also visited Iraq, where 
they made a study on the street- 
lighting system in Baghdad and 
Saudi Arabia, where they dis- 
cussed refineries’ capacity with 
Saudi officials. 


Nabulsi pledges funds for 
Zarqa municipal projects 


ZARQA (Petra) — Minister of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment HamduJJah AJ 
Nabulsi said here Tuesday that the 
government is making arr- 
angements to make available the 
necessary funds to finance water 
and sewerage projects in Zarqa. 
Mr. Nabulsi said that his min- 
istry will not hesitate to extend 
loans to Zarqa Municipality to 
help it implement its projects. 

The minister was speaking dur- 
ing a visit to Zarqa where he met 
with the municipality’s committee 
and discussed the city’s public ser- 
vices’ projects. Mr. Nabulsi pra- 
ised the municipality’s five-year 
plan describing it as ambitious, 
and said the ministry will help in 
its implementation through ext- 
ending loans. 

The minister said that the city is 
in dire need of a new system and of 
laws and regulations to handle vio- 
lations in buildings and issuing lic- 
ences for building. Such a law has 
been prepared and submitted to 
the prime ministry for end- 
orsement and it is expected that it 
will solve many problems. Mr. 

Nabulsi said. 


He said that the financial pos- 
ition of Zarqa Municipality is 
good and that citizens are paying 
their taxes regularly. But Mr. 
Nabulsi requested municipality 
reams to intensify their control 
over building operations and to 
stop violations. 

Zarqa District Governor Moh- 
ammad Al Daba'i spoke about the 
municipality’s new projects which 
include among other things, bui- 
lding bridges at Zawahreh and 
Awajan, enlarging roads and bui- 
lding a central market place, set- 
ting up a handicraft zone, building 
warehouses and buildings to be let 
to the public. Also included in the 
plan is establishing a sports city, 
cultural centres and public parks. 

Following the meeting, the min- 
ister. accompanied by Mr. Daba'i 
and other officials made a tour of 
the city and inspected its projects. 
The minister earlier called at Rus- 
eifa and met with the chairman of 
the municipality's council Misleh 
Al Tarawneh to discuss the town’s 

projects. Mr. Tarawneh submitted 
to the minister a working paper 
that include problems facing the 
city and proposed solutions. 


Sharaf meets new members 
of journalists association 


AMMAN (Petra) — Sixteen jou- 
rnalists were sworn in Tuesday as 
members of the Jordanian Jou- 
rnalists Association (JJA) before 
Information Minister Laila Sha- 
raf. 

In a speech on the occasion, 
Mrs. Sharaf paid tribute to the role 
of the Jordanian press and its 
commitment to report the truth 
and ro present the news in an obj- 
ective manner. The minister exp- 
ressed the hope that the new 
members will help to promote the 
role and services of the JJA. 

JJA President Mahmoud Al 
Kayed made a reply speech pra- 


ising the existing cooperation 
between the association and the 
Ministry of Information and tha- 
nked the ministry for the facilities 
offered to Jordanian journalists. 

The new JJA members are: 
Mohammad Ka’wash, Hashem Al 
Tarawneh, Khalil Ai Ksshi, Moh- 
ammad Al 'Abbadi, Nazmi AI 
Sa’id, Mufid Awwad, Salah Shb- 
oul, Fuad Al Hamidi. Mohammad 
’Aref. Mohammad Hijazi, Abdul 
Majid Abu Khaled, Shaher Al 
Namoura. Rabab Mango. Samir 
Al Hiyari. Wafaa’ Ahmad and 
Mohammad Al Milkawi. 


Arab electricity experts call for energy 
rationalisation, improving efficiency 


By Rana Sabbagh 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — “Generated electric 
power in the Arab World reached 
43.000 mega watts which, acc- 
ording to the international energy 
standards, is a modest figure and is 
less than the generated electrical 
energy produced in any European 
country/' Minister of Energy and 
Mineral Resources Hisham Kha- 
tib. said Tuesday. 

Dr. Khaiib, who was speaking 
at the opening of the second mee- 
ting of a working group on ele- 
ctrical power producers and dis- 
tributers in the Arab Orient, 
added that the discussions con- 
cerning the Arab World and it’s 
mineral resources should be sci- 
entific and realistic. Dr. Khaiib 
said that equivalent oil con- 
sumption for producing energy 
has reached a total of 38,000 mil- 
lion tonnes, whereas the total ene- 
rgy consumption in the Arab 
World has reached 140 million 
tonnes and that the ratio between 
electric energy consumption in 
relation to the total energy rea- 
ched 26 per cent. 

He added that this ratio should 
be significant to the total energy 
consumed in producing electricity 
in the world which ranges between 
20 and 50 per cent. Dr. Khatib 
stressed that rationalisation in 
consumption is a must, although 
the above mentioned figures ref- 
lect the rapid development pro- 
gress throughout the Arab World 
Dr. Khatib also said that the rapid 
growth of electrical energy has 
reached its peak after what could 
be described as an “oil boom* . after 
which the Arab World's growth in 
electrical energy reached eight 
times the average electrical energy 
growth in the world. This growth, 
he said, could be described as 
‘abnormal and astray from ele- 
ctrical maturity’ due to the sudden 
rapid use of energy and power in 
the Arab World. 

Dr. Khatib said that Jordan has 
reached a high rate in terms of 
energy consumption and ele- 
ctricity due to the rapid growth in 
the development plans especially 
since electricity has reached all 
rural areas. On the other hand 


these numbers should be dec- 
reased. as a lot of electricity is used 
in a useless manner, he’ added. 
Hence, Dr. Khaiib said “rat- 
ionalisation in consumption is a 
means of reaching balanced dev- 
elopment.” 

He stressed (he fact that energy 
intensive industries have created a 
severe problem in energy con- 
sumption. and he suggested the 
use of water power generators ins- 
tead ol fuel and thermal power 
generators. 

Dr. Khatib also discussed the 
technical problems facing the ele- 
ctricity sector in the Arab World 
which he described as ‘an overall 
thermal deficiency in generating 
power, a mal -organisation of ele- 
ctricity administration, a lack of 
efficient turbines, and a need to 
improve the standards of low pre- 
ssure electricity cycles. He also 
said that our ‘backwardness* in 
electricity administration reflects 
our backwardness in all adm- 
inistrative affairs, which is a major 
problem impeding progress. 

Dr. Khatib added that tec-’ 
hnological progress in the Arab 
World “is a pity, especially that 
until now we do not produce ele- 
ctrical machines for power supply, 
nor do we know how to properly 
use the machines once we have 
them.” He said that “we heavily 
depend on foreign expertise and 
technical help, plus our heavy 
dependence on Western ind- 
ustries.” As a solution. Dr. Khatib 
suggested that the foreign experts 
should act as trainers and con- 
sultants to local manpower, and 
that Jordan in return should learn 
from them during the consultation 
period. 

Dr. Mirvat Badawi. rep- 
resentative of the Arab Fund for 
Social and Economic Dev- 
elopment (AFESD), outlined the 
role of AFESD in financing Arab 
industries. She said that the fund 
has offered loans to 2 1 Arab com- 
panies concerned in electrical ind- 
ustries and the supply of electrical 
power. The estimated budgets for 
these 21 industries has reached 
the sum of 600 million Kuwaiti 
dinars 

Dr. Mohammad Hawaii, rep- 
resentative of the Arab Org- 


Talented musicians present 
authentic jazz interpretations 


By Jean Claude Elias 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A jazz concert, org- 
anised at the Goethe Institute in 
Amman on Monday evening, per- 
formed by the Amman Jazz Band 
had many of the best musical ele- 
ments found in the hottest int- 
ernational jazz formations. 

The fact is that the band mem- 
bers are no beginners. Khaled 
Dajani on keyboard. Raja Kawar 
on drums. Roger Lewis on bass 
guitar and Alfred Protz on guitar 
have been playing and enjoying 
jazz music for more than 1 5 or 20 
years. Some of them have been 
involved in studio recording ses- 
sions with well-known musicians 
and Mr. Protz has played with pro- 
fessional bands in Germany. In 
Jordan, the Amman Jazz Band has 
played at the Jerash Festival in 
1983 and 1984. in addition to a 
concert at the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre earlier this year. 

Tribute must be paid to the 
band for playing one of the most- 
interesting but also most difficult 
types of music. In the Middle East, 
where pop and classical music are 
the prevailing styles as far as Wes- 
tern music is concerned, jazz has 
characteristics which make it app- 
ealing to a limited number of peo- 
ple. In Europe or the United Sta- 
tes where the big money is in pop 
music, some musicians del- 
iberately abandon the jazz scene 
to join pop groups. Fortunately, 
there are still a good number of 
them who stay with jazz. Though it 
finds its roots in popular music, 
jazz has evolved to become tec- 
hnically complex and modern jazz 


is closer io modern classical music 
than any other style, with ext- 
ensive use of sophisticated per- 
cussion and daring harmony tex- 
tures that often seem shocking io 
the non-initiated person. 

Solid rhythms 

The performance at the Goethe 
Institute, attended by a small but 
enthusiastic crowd, created a very 
friendly and warm atmosphere. 
The band started with ‘aff- 
irmation/ written by George Ben- 
son and although the acoustics of 
the room were not ideal for such 
music, the Amman Jazz Band del- 
ivered a good souad, free from 
electronic gimmicks, and based on 
authentic interpretation by tal- 
ented musicians with impressive 
solos by Alfred Protz, solid 
rhythms by Raja Kawar. strong 
timing by Roger Lewis and cre- 
ative phrasing by Khaled Dajani. 
They also played ‘Take Five’, by 
Dave Brubeck, with a special and 
effective arrangement by the 
band. ‘Light My Fire’ by the 
Doors and a version of ‘Besame 
Mucho, that Julio Iglesias'would 
better nor fry to sing. * 1 

Young people who are exc- 
lusively pop or disco oriented sho- 
uld be given the opportunity ro 
discover that modern music is not 
only made for dancing. This would 
broaden their perception of music, 
increase their listening pleasure 
and make them share unique rhy- 
thmic experiences available only 
through jazz. The only way to ach- 
ieve this is by creating more occ- 
asions for jazz concerts in Jordan, 
and more important, attending 
such events. 



Minister of Energy and Mineral 
Resources Hisham Khatib speaks 
■at the opening of a meeting on ele- 
ctrical power in the Arab World 
(Petra photo) 

anisation for Industrial Dev- 
elopment (AOID) said that the 
Arab World is gaining experience 
in electrical supply industries, but 
the self-sufficiency in electrical 
turbiDes reaches 14 per cent, 
where as cable industries have 
reached five per cent. He exp- 
ressed his hope of increasing ele- 
ctrical industries through this 
meeting. 

The three-day meeting aims to 
achieve coordination and lau- 
nching an exchange of views and 
discussion about the following: 
Maintaining contact among org- 
anisations represented at the mee- 
ting. especially in the fields of exc- 
hanging expertise and information 
in the unification of mea- 
surements and in cooperation in 
training and developing the ele- 
ctricity sector and power con- 
nection. and establishing an Arab 
federation for producers and dis- 
tributors of electric power. 

Another meeting of Arab exp- 
erts in electricity production and 
electric industrialisation will be 
held during the course of the sem- 
inar. Among the topics to be dis- 
cussed is the setting up of an Arab 
company for industrialisation 
which will be entrusted with man- 
ufacturing basic electric app- 
liances and offering other services 
in need by the electricity sector 
throughout the Arab World. 

Taking part in the meeting is a 
follow-up committee in addition 
to representatives of electricity 
services in all Arab countries, the 
Arab Fund for Economic and Soc- 
ial Development and the Arab 
Organisation for Industrial Dev- 
elopment. The seminar has been 
organised by the Jordan Ele- 
ctricity Authority. 


Senate debates provisional loan agreement laws 

Lower House receives 
university reply on fees 


By Salameh B. Ne’roatt 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Lower House of Parliament app- 
roved in a session Tuesday the income tax law issued 
by the government in 1 982 after a slight amendment. 
They also heard the University of Jordan's answer to 
an inquiry on the reasons for the recent increase in 
university fees. 

will be J D 268. which comes up to 
only 15 percent ol the cost of his 
education. Freshers on the other 
hand would pay JD 360 which is 
^20 per cent of the education cost. 

The House then settled down to 
hear government replies to inq- 
uiries by deputies on various iss- 
ues related to their constituencies. 
The Ministry of Public Works said 
that it had floated a tender to build 
a medical centre in Karak after 
concluding the centre's plan and 
securing the needed funds. The 
project will be awarded by the 
ministry in the next few davs. the 
ministry said. 

In another reply, (he Ministry of 
Health said it had appropriated a 
piece of land in Karak for the pur- 
pose of building a new hospital, in 
cooperation with the Ministry ol 
Public Works which is handling 
the structural planning and tec- 
hnical schemes. 

The report by the ministry ind- 
icated that the number of hospital 
beds in Karak is of the ratio one to 
each 632 citizens which is the hig- 
hest ratio in the Kingdom. 

The House then heard the reply 
of the Ministry of Public Works on 
opening or improving new roads 
in the Kingdom including the Mir- 
ejmeh Hamed road to Umm Suw- 
aneh and the Desert Highway. 
The ministry said these roads w ' 11 
be built next year. 

The Ministry* of Interior in its 
turn said that the issue of adm- 
inistrative restructuring in the 
government was under study and 
that the government would be 
able to reply to inquiries after fin-. 
3lising the study. 


In its reply to the inquiry by 
deputies, the University of Jordan 
said that the university fees cover 
only 1 1 per cent of the budget 
which suffers a deficit of 19.5 per 
cent. According to the university, 
the fees paid by students include 
education services, health ins- 
urance and other activities. The 
total collected annual fees reached 
JD 3.6 million last year of the JD 
33 million university budget. 

The university said that due to 
the decline in university revenues 
from custom tax and additional 
fees by JD 1.2 million in 1 9S4. it 
was decided to increase the uni- 
versity fees paid by students to 
cover a pan of the university’ s def- 
icit by JD 350.000 annually. 

The new fees according to the 
university including the increase 
are not paid by all students but 
only fresher, first -year, students 
who total 1.300 out of 2.900, 
some of whom study at the exp- 
ense of certain parlies, including 
the government, through a Royal 
Decree for children of Jordanians 
serving in the Armed Forces and 
through scholarships by the Min- 
istry of Education. 

The university told the house 
that students studying at their own 
expense are offered loans and 
grants by the university which also 
provides job opportunities for 
those willing to work at the uni- 
versity in order to help them gen- 
erate an extra income to cover a 
pan of their fees. 

The university’s reply pojnted 
out that the average cost for each 
student for the scholastic year 
1984-1985 will be JD 715 while 
the average paid by non- first years 


The Ministry of Industry and 
Trade said that a laboratory for 
jewellery has been equipped and 
will soon be operational at the 
Department of Standardisation 
and Metrology. 

In another development, beh- 
ind the door* deliberations are 
taking place among deputies to fill 
the two vacant seats at the House 
after the death of deputies for the 
constituency of Nablus, Adel 
Zawati and Saleh Dumen. It is nm 
yet clear who will be filling the two 
vacant seats as deputies await the 
official announcement of opening 
the door for nominations. 

Among the potential candidates 
are Sheikh YYa&ef Fakhreddin, 
Basel Kana'un. Jamal Gemnyel. 
Faisal Zawaii. Qutaibah Dum'cn. 
Riad Shaky' a. Ja'far Touqan. 
Omar NabuKi. Sheikh Abdul Aziz 
Khayyat. Musa Karsou’, Dr. 
Kayed Abdul Haq. Mufid Mub- 
aslat. Dr. Faisal Kana'an. Hani 
Abu Hijleh. Hassan Khatib, Kha- 
li] Sammour and Mohammad 
Su'eed. 

Upper House meets 

The Upper Hou*e ol Par- 
liament also met Tuesday and agr- 
eed to expedite the debate on 5b 
provisional laws for loan agr- 
eements after a thorough dis- 
cussion among senators rhai 
ended in a decision to refer the 
laws to the financial committee in 
the House. 

r 

At the beginning of the session, 
presided over by Speaker Ahmad 
Lawzi, senators were divided into 
two opinions, one catling tor giv- 
ing priority to pass these pro- 
visional laws as similar laws were 
implemented in the past which 
cancels the feasibility of studying 
them again. 

Other senators were of the opi- 
nion that discussing these laws 
first would help in issuing other 
financial loan agieements that 
would be of benefit beside making 
these laws effective through rhe 
next few years. 


Planning Ministry, UNCHS to conduct 
national services, housing surveys 


By Lima Nabil 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN’ — The Ministry' of Pla- 
nning and the U.N. Centre for 
Human Settlements (UNCHS) 
will begin implementing a regional 
planning scheme and a national 
survey in Jordan in January. 

Nearly 1.200 population set- 
tlements in the country will be 
covered by the survey to help pla- 
nners define their needs and req- 
uirements. According to Mr. Ali 
Shabou. regional information off- 
icer for LYNCHS, the project is 
designed to arrive at results to 
help carry out educational, health, 
housing, transport, energy and 
basic service projects to be dis- 
tributed equitably in all areas tak- 
ing into account geographic and 
demographic distributions. 

The project is to be considered 
the first step towards imp- 
lementing a comprehensive dev- 
elopment scheme which is due to 
stan in 19X6 and end in 1990. This 
five-year plan .is designed to bring 
about a more equitable dis- 
tribution of health, economic and 


educational services and so rem- 
ove the existing differences in Jor- 
dan's society. 

Meanwhile an agreement has 
recently been concluded between 
the Ministry of Planning and the 
UNCHS to implement a study on 
the strategy of housing in Jordan. 
The study, which will start on Jan. 
1 . includes a comprehensive study 
of the housing situation in the vaiv 
ious parts of Jordan from Irbid in 
the north to Aqaba in the south. 

In a statement to the Jordan 
Times, Mr. Shabou said the pro- 
ject aims to develop a national 
housing strategy in Jordan by pro- 
viding the necessary information 
and analysis, and by studying the 
present housing projects. 

The project also aims at rec- 
onsidering the situation of the ins- 
titutions involved in housing and 
financial investments with a view 
to reaching recommendations on 
policies capable of improving the 
housing situation. Mr. Shabou 


added. The study also tackles est- 
ablishing and developing a new- 
housing division at the Ministry of 
Planning to be charged with dra- 
wing up-programmes for training 
those who work in the housing 
field. The new division. Mr. Sha- 
bou said, will also be in charge of 
drawing up new bases and criteria 
lor housing strategies. 

Recommendations from the 
study will be based on scientific 
studies, statistics and various sur- 
veys will help draw up new per- 
ceptions on the housing situation 
all over Jordan. Mr. Shabou said. 

• He added that the rec- 
ommendations will take into con- 
sideration the population dis- 
tribution and numbers, the nature 
of the geographical area and the 
economic situation in any par- 
ticular region and linking this 
population activity to the other 
social and economical activities in 
order to meet the objectives of the 
forthcoming development plan. 
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Gorbachev woos Britons with a warm smile 


Moscow ponders Israel 


THE MEETING that was held in Washington last week bet- 
ween the Soviet and Israeli ambassadors to the U.S. might have 
produced no real progress, but nevertheless it was an event that 
we here watched with interest. The way the meeting was rep- 
orted was also of significance. The two ambassadors broke no 
new ground on resuming their diplomatic relations, we were 
told, but that they exchanged views on Middle East peace 
moves and both seemed to like the opportunity to meet each 
other to discuss their problems. 

The event might have given both the Soviets and the Israelis 
the chance to discuss a thorny question: how the Israelis could 
agree to the idea of holding an international conference on 
Middle East peace. The Israeli government has maintained 
that its opposition to the idea of the conference is mainly based 
on its rejection of a Soviet role in the search for a settlement 
unless and until Moscow restores its diplomatic ties with Tel 
Aviv. How true this contention is, and how serious or genuine a 
condition it is, could not be known yet. But, following the two 
ambassadors’ meeting in Washington, there seems to be some 
movement on how such a problem could be tackled in the 
future. 

For Moscow, resuming ties with Israel at this stage is all the 
more difficult since the Israelis themselves, with their int- 
ransigent policies in the area, are making it almost impossible 
for. the Soviets to move to improve ties with them. Accordingly, 
only one o£two options is available to them to restore ties with 
Israel: Either the Israelis agree to the Internationa] conference 
and expect the Soviets to reciprocate later or simultaneously; 
or Hie Arabs urge Moscow to move first on the question in 
order to open the door for real progress on the peace front. 

Given the current state of affairs in the Middle East and on 
the international level, it is highly unlikely that the Arabs will 
act as one in issuing a call for the Soviet Union to restore ties 
with Israel, assuming the intention is there, that is, and that the 
step would be of any use to the cause of peace in the region. This 
leaves Moscow on its own to work out an acceptable com- 
promise Tor itself on how best to nudge the Israelis and at the 
same time keep strong its friendship and trust with the Arab 
World. 

The question is by no means easy. And it should be of interest 
to all of us to see how far the Soviet Union is prepared to go in 
any one direction. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra'i: Fruitful dialogue 

DIRECT AND open dialogue between ihe government and the 
public is probably the shortest and easiest way to achieve aspired 
goals. Monday’s cabinet session in Salt like those before held in 
Karak and Aqaba was designed to reaffirm the government’s det- 
ermination to seek solutions for the citizens* problems and to bring 
about true sense of cooperation between the government and the 
citizens in implementing development projects. 

Direct question and answer and direct enquiries about various 
public affairs help remove ail barriers between officials and the 
public, and paves the way for sincere joint action for the benefit of all. 
Of course the government is committed to its programmes of dev- 
elopment but it requires assistance from the varius sectors of the 
public if progress is to be achieved. 

In their speeches, the prime minister and citizens stressed the need 
of joint planning and they both emphasised that the government can 
only act within its own means and capabilities. We hope that such 
open sessions will help give momentum to joint cooperation aimed at 
serving the country and its people. 

Al Dustour: promoting popular 
participation 

NO DOUBT lhai the open cabinet meeting held in Sait Monday was 
an implementation of the royal letter of designation to the* gov- 
ernment when it was formed earlier this year. The session was aimed 
at enhancing the relationship between the ruler and the citizen. 

This session and others like it no doubt reaffirm Jordan's deep faith 
in democracy and in granting all citizens the right to express their 
views about the best way of achieving success and progress for the 
country. The session tackled a number of issues and problems that 
are on the minds of the people all the time, but the whole session was 
characterised by objectivity, and the speakers were realistic and as 
they showed their understanding of the heavy burden of the gov- 
ernment and therefore were careful to make requests that can be 
possibly carried out. 

The session was a move to enlist public assistance in taking part in 
the planning as well as implementing development projects in their 
regions. The frank and open discussion between the two sides is 
bound to enhance self-confidence in the government and the public, 
and will no doubt help overcome the problems now faced by both. 

Sawt Al Shaab: Profitable interaction 

IT HAS become a tradition for the government of Ahmad Obeidat to 
hold open sessions in various governors tes where cabinet members 
can make a close-hand study of the problems and can discuss with the 
citizens ways for solving them. 

At the Salt cabinet session the prime minister made it clear that the 
government draws on confidence of the public, and benefits from 
cooperation it gets from citizens towards achieving progress. Joint 
planning, which the prime minister referred to. was aimed at giving 
the citizens a greater role in public work and in executing schemes for 
their own benefit. 

The session and the discussions help to bridge the gap between the 
ruler and the people and can create mutual trust that is necessary for 
any successful scheme. The local government and the ambitious 
agricultural schemes the prime minister referred to are designed to 
slop the movement of people from rural to urban regions, which will 
help develop all parts of the country on equal footing. 

The more the government members meet with the public in such 
useful and meaningful dialogue the better will be the chances for 
success in every field. 


By Mark Wood 

Ratter 

LONDON — Mikhail Gor- 
bachev. the prominent politburo 
member, has emerged from the 
obscurity of Kremlin politics to 
woo the British with a warm smQe 
and a winning way on his first 
major overseas trip. 

Cutting a very different style to 
the dour, reserved image usually 
adopted by Kremlin chiefs, he has 
impressed British leaders with a 
sharp intellect and sense of hum- 
our and delighted the public with 
an easy manner in front of the 
cameras. 

“He is not at all what we exp- 


ected and much more like a pol- 
itician in the Western mould — 
confident, charismatic, and very 
aware of how to present himself.” 
one British official said. 

Before his trip to Britain the 
53-year-old politburo member 
had been an almost mysterious 
figure. His unusually rapid rise 
through the ranks of the Com- 
munist Party had been well doc- 
umented but almost nothing was 
known about the man himself. 

But since he flew into London 
last Saturday be has astonished 
both British and Soviet officials 
with the impact he has made on his 
hosts. 

Television stations have led 


their news bulletins with extensive 
coverage of Mr. Gorbachev’s act- 
ivities while newspapers have 
warmly praised his personality 
and quoted at length from his dec- 
larations that Moscow is com- 
mitted to peace and detente. 

The enthusiasm has gone so far 
that right-wing dailies sounded a 
note of caution Monday. A Times 
leader titled “Enter a Bear, Smi- 
ling” warned Britons that they 
should not get so carried away as 
to “forget toe real nature of toe 
Soviet system." 

“We have been quite amazed at 
toe positive reception he has rec- 
eived and toe way he has proved 
so popular. His visit has been ext- 


remely successful from the Soviet 
viewpoint,'*' one Russian official 
said privately. 

One British source said Prime* 
Minister Margaret Thatcher had 
found Mr. Gorbachev “a very 
impressive man, a man of obvious 
authority and influence". She had 
also been pleased by his almost 
constant smDe and his witty rem- 
arks. 

Mr. Gorbachev gave a public 
demonstration of his humour 
when he visited toe British Mus- 
eum reading room, where Karl 
Marx worked on “Das KapitaT', 
the bible of the Communist mov- 
ement 

“If people are anti-Marxist 


they should put the blame on toe 
British Museum,” he declared to 
museum officials. 

During tours of British bus- 
inesses toe veteran party official 
has also made a deep impression 
with a detailed command of tec- 
hnical matters and an ability to 
grasp explanations of new tec- 
hnology with speed and ease. 

“If Mr. Gorbachev has helped 
boost bilateral relations by win- 
ning the confidence of British lea- 
ders, he has also performed won- 
ders. for Moscow's image among 
ordinary Britons. 

“If the Russians are all like him, 
I don't know what we’re worried 


about," one London taxi driver 
said. 

Like many older Britons, he 
said Mr. Gorbachev reminded him 
of former leader Nikita Khr- 
ushchev, whose affable and jokey 
style won over the British when he 
toured toe country in toe 1950’s. 

The undoubted success of Mr. 
Gorbachev's trip will be a cause of 
double satisfaction to him. 

For apart from the foreign pol- 
icy aspects, it was dearly intended 
to enhance his prestige at home 
and strengthen his standing in the 
party leadership by showing he 
could deal competently with the 
West. 


Cheysson’s sudden departure soothes African feelings 


President Mitterrand !ias made use of Claude Cheysson’s departure ' 
from the Foreign Ministry to make a few changes in the composition of 
the cabinet. The two outstanding features of this reshuffle are Ronald 
Dumas's appointment as foreign minister and Georgina Dufoix's as 
government spokeswoman. An unusual appointment was that of Gil- 
bert Trigano. the president of the Club Mediterranee. as government 
representative responsible for new job training schemes. Jack Lang, 
who was secretary of state for culture, has been made a full minister. 


By Bernard Brigooleix 

MR. CHEYSSObTS replacement 
by Mr. Dumas certainly came as 
no surprise. It was at the Dublin 
summit on Dec. 4 that Mr. Mit- 
terrand announced the foreign 
minister’s transfer to the Brussels 
commission. For weeks it had 
been known he was going and his 
successor’s name was an open sec- 
ret. even if right up to the last 
week the speculation in the For- 
eign Ministry was that Mr. 
Dumas’s appointment was not a 
foregone conclusion. 

On the other hand, what is sur- 
prising is the timing of the double 
operation. Considering that he 
was due to make a number of visits 
which would have taken him to 
Bujumbura (Burundi) and other 
African capitals before winding up 
m Brussels in mid-December. Mr. 
Cheysson must have felt some bit- 
terness when he learned — just a 
few hours before he was to board a 
plane for Lome (for the signing of 
Lome III Convention) — that the 
cabinet reshuffle, which has been 
under consideration for weeks, 
suddenly could not be put off any 
longer. The haste can only hig- 


hlight the near-punitive character 
of his return to the European 
Community Commission under 
the orders of his former colleague 
in Finance. Jacques Delors. 

The first of the three reasons 
behind this governmental move 
has however nothing to do with 
Mr. Cheysson’s position and the 
increasing irritation his per- 
formance as foreign minister was 
said to be causing at the Elysee. It 
was Prime Minister Laurent Fab- 
ius himself who considered that, as 
the succession at the Quai cTOrsay 
was officially open, prolonging 
such a transitional situation could 
only damage the French rep- 
resentative’s credibility at the var- 
ious international meetings he was 
due to attend in Africa and Eur- 
ope. 

It was therefore better to clarify 
things as quickly as possible. Well 
might the continuity of state be 
one of the oldest principles of 
French public affairs, but per- 
sonality issues inevitably play a 
part, and it cannot be either very 
pleasant or very effective to fun- 
ction as a minister on borrowed 
time, especially after this had bec- 
ome official. Shuffling the cabinet 


just before the Franco- African 
summit (which opened in Buj- 
umbura, Burundi, on Monday) 
had the advantage of also cla- 
rifying the position of another 
minister, Christian Nucci (Coo- 
peration), over whom the axe was 
rumoured to be hanging and who 
also ran the risk of being seen in 
Bujumbura as a lame duck. 

The other two reasons behind 
the Foreign Ministry’s sudden 
switch have to do more with Mr. 
Cheysson himself. Here again. 
Mr. Fabius’s reasoning played a 
part in the Etysee’s decision, tho- 
ugh it is true the arguments found 
quite a favourable terrain in the 
president's own views on the sub- 
ject- 

In the first place, both theJEly- 
see and Matignon fe&red Mr. 
Cheysson might' drop another 
bride over the Chad affair — a fear 
undoubtedly stemming from some 
unwise remarks the former for- 
eign minister made about the 
famous “joint (Franco- Libyan) 
statement of Sept. 16" that each 
passing day has proved means lit- 
tle to its Libyan signatories. The 
disclosure of the message of fri- 
endship that Mr. Cheysson had 
sent to his counterpart in Tripoli, 
Ali Trik — a message whose con- 
tents were far from fulsome than 
the customary expressions of dip- 
lomatic good wishes — probably 
ended by convincing the Elysee 
and the Matignon that, given the 
public? s sceptical reaction to the 


Crete meeting (with Colonel 
Qadhafi), it was a priority not to 
run the risk of adding ridicule to 
the admission of an und- 
erstandable confusion. 

Secondly, all the signs were — 
beginning with the reaction of the 
Chadian Press Agency which exp- 
ressed satisfaction over Mr. Che- 
ysson’s replacement — that the 
Bujumbura Franco- African 
summit was not going to be the 
most auspicious, to put it mildly, if 
Mr. Cheysson represented French 
foreign policy alongside the Pre- 
sident. Paris had heard from var- 
ious sources that the foreign min- 
ister was going to be the target of 
stiff criticism at Bujumbura and 
thkt, even as a virtual lame duck, 
his mere presence at the meeting 
would add to the deep unease and 
concern felt by France's African 
allies. 

Which is why Mr. Cheysson, 
who was initially expected to join 
Mr. Mitterrand from Lome where 
the convention between the EEC 
and the ACP (African, Car- 
rib bean and Pacific) countries was 
signed, returned instead to Paris, 
while Mr. Dumas accompanied 
President Mitterrand to the 
Franco- African summit AH the 
same, nobody dared to refuse to 
let Mr. Cheysson make this last 
visit (Lome) in his official cap- 
acity. He has just capped one of 
the European Community' s suc- 
cesses with the Third World, a 
Success to which, first as a com- 


missioner in Brussels and later as 
minister, he had made a steady, 
active and effective personal con- 
tribution. 

. Nonetheless, it makes one unc- 
omfortable to consider that Che- 
ysson’s fall was precipitated by the 
Chad-Libya business in which his 
successor (Roland Dumas) once 
prided himself on having played a 
decisive role after which “normal 
diplomacy can now take over”. 
(Dumas made the statement in a 
radio programme on Sept. 23.) 
But Dumas at least had the for- 
esight to step back as it gradually 
became clear that the Libyans 
were not respecting the agr- 
eement, while Mr. Cheysson made 
courageous, if increasingly unw- 
ise, attempts to convince suc- 
cessive audiences that there was a 
relatively sound basis to the agr- 
eement with “Dear Air*. 

• The changeover in the Quai 
cTOrsay which took place on Sun- 
day, Dec. 9. at any rate marks the 
end of a period during which, for 
considerations that sometimes 
had more to do with domestic than 
foreign policy, the Elysee banked 
heavily, and not without success, 
on Europe. A sign of this is the fact 
that the post to which Catherine 
Lalumiere has been appointed 
(European affairs) now reverts to 
being a mere state secretariat, 
whereas for Roland Dumas the 
office had been upgraded from 
delegate ministry to “full min- 
istry”. 


The six months in which France 
presided over the European Cou- 
ncil _ Mr. Mitterrand had made it 
his personal affair — required that 
this department at the Quai 
cfOrsay be filled by someone utt- 
erly loyal and having a symbiotic 
relationship with presidential thi- 
nking. As a matter of fact, Mr. 
Mitterrand’s grand passion for 
Europe is not spent. On the con- 
trary. He would like to make the 

march towards European union 
one of the “great causes" of his 
presidency. But the community 
calendar being what it is, it will be 
a long time before toe presidency 
falls to France again. And. in any 
case, the new distribution of aut- 
hority will in practice give all real 
power in taking initiatives in this 
area to Mr. Dumas, while Cat- 
herine Lalumiere will have to 
mind budget problems, quotas 
and wine surpluses which Mr. Mit- 
terrand finds less interesting than 
rhe reform of institutions. 

Roland Dumas arrives at the 
Quai d'Orsay with the ambiguous 
reputation of being a “president’ s 
man” that his predecessor never 
had among either his admirers or 
detractors. Mr. Dumas is certainly 
far more flexible where facts are 
concerned than Mr. Cheysson. 
who never despaired of bending 
facts to principles, but he is also 
both by nature and loyalty to the 
man in the Elysee more inclined to 
play things by ear — Le Monde. 


Chemical industry: Lower safety measures in 3rd World? 

Some 2,000 people died in. a horrific accident at a Union Carbide 
chemical plant in India earlie^this month, and many are thought to be 
afflicted by serious injuries. Tony Jackson looks at ihe precedents, and 
lessons of the tragedy for the world's chemical industry. 


LONDON — The last few weeks 
have been a nightmare for the 
chemicals and petrochemicals 
industry around the world. On 
Nov. 19, a liquefied gas explosion 
in Mexico City cost over 450 lives. 
Just two weeks later, on Monday 
Dec. 3. came the even more app- 
alling disaster at Bhopal in India. 

The Pemex plant at Mexico City 
was on the fringes of one of the 
largest conurbations in the world. 
Union Carbide's BhopaJ plant is 
some three miles from the centre 
of a city the size of Glasgow. In 
both cases — and in another gas 
disaster near Sao Paulo. Brazil, in 
February — the first victims were 
shanty dwellers drawn to the 
plants as centres of wealth and 
employment. 

But there are no grounds for 
pigeonholing this as a “Third 
World" problem. In Europe, the 
U.S. and Japan there are many 
thousands of potentially haz- 
ardous chemical plants. 

In the U.K. alone there are 
some 1.500 plants containing 
dangerous chemicals in large eno- 
ugh quantities to harm those in the 
surrounding area. Of those, aro- 
und 250 are classed as major acc- 
ident hazards. A number of them 
are in or near centres of pop- 
ulation. 

Plainly, one of the key questions 
is whether different standards of 
installation and maintenance obt- 
ain in the developed and dev- 
eloping countries. For mul- 
tinationals. this poses a dilemma. 

Few companies would concede 
the claim being put forward by the 
Indian authorities in the Bhopal 
case — that standards in the 
‘Third World" are lower. But to 
argue the converse — as Union 
Carbide has done — is to imply 
that toe same could happen any- 
where. Logically enough, the- 
refore. Union Carbide has sus- 
pended its manufacture in toe 
U.S. of methyl isocyanate, the 
chemical which caused toe Bhopal 
disaster. (Methyl isocyanate is an 
immensely powerful irritant, 
which acts on the lungs to flood 
them with fluid so that the victim 
in effect drowns.) 

There is another aspect to the 
problem. Many developing cou- 
ntries commissioned chemical 
plants in the 1970s, when they 
were awash either with borrowed 
funds or with petrodollars. In toe 
very different conditions of Ihe 
19 80s. can they afford the hard 
currency required for sop- 
histicated maintenance? 

The.U JC.’s Davy Corporation. 


one of the biggest international 
contractors in the field, says they 
can. “My experience." says a 
Davy executive, “is that dev- 
eloping countries are unusually 
sensitive on maintenance. Cou- 
ntries like India are also pretty 
good at it. so they only need a 
small number of outsiders." 

One might suspect special ple- 
ading here, were it not for further 
evidence from an unusually obj- 
ective source. 

Insurance companies which 
specialise in chemical risk wor- 
ldwide agree that there are no 
clear differences in premium rates 
on plants in developed and dev- 
eloping countries. “It’s impossible 
to generalise." says one London 
expert. "A good company in India 
could get cheaper rates than a bad 
one in the U.K.” 

It might be thought that some 
aspects of the Bhopal disaster 
could not be reproduced in the 
developed world. The plant was 
far too close to a major centre of 
population. The authorities had 
allowed shanty dwellers to settle 
round it. At the critical point of 
the disaster, two plant workers 
panicked and ran away. 

But there is no prescription aga- 
inst panic, and operator failure is 
not confined to India. The pro- 
blem of shanty towns, certainly, is 
a local one. But on the critical que- 
stion of where sites are located in 
the first place there is less ground 
for confidence. 

The chemicals industry is a 
mature one, and the siting of 
plants around toe world was in 
some cases determined 50 years 
ago and more. Construction of toe 
Pemex Plant in Mexico City began 
in the 1930s, and the plant was 
then remote from the city. 

Of U.K . plants posing one of the 
three types of chemical hazard — 
flammable, toxic or ecotoxic (pol- 
lutant) — a number of older ones 
are now in or near large pop- 
ulation centres. The authorities 
are aware of their locations and 
exact nature, but neither they nor 
the industry will publish lists. Par- 
tly, this is due to a natural concern 
that such plants could become tar- 
gets for terrorists ot vandals. But 
the reluctance is also part of a lack 
of candour which bedevils the 
whole topic. 

In fact, greater disclosure is sho- 
rtly to be enforced by the Eur- 
opean Economic Community 
(EEC). 

In toe wake of the Seveso inc- 
ident in 1976, when a quantity of 
lethal dioxin was released in nor- 



thern Italy, a directive has been 
drawn up — known in shorthand 
form as the Seveso Directive — 
which is to apply to all member 
countries, in toe UJC’s case pro- 
bably from next month. 

The U.K. version of toe Seveso 
Directive — the Control of Ind- 
ustrial Major Accident Hazards, 
or CIMAH — will apply to the 
250 sites which store very large 
quantities of dangerous sub- 
stances. Among other req- 
uirements, companies concerned 
wili have to draw up detailed haz- 
ard appraisals, and offsite eme- 
rgency plans. Local authorities 
will have to prepare their own 
plans for dealing with any offsite 
incidents. And companies will be 
obliged to notify all those within 
reach of the plant of toe exact nat- 
ure of the risks. 

The CIMAH regulations axe 
being introduced as a response to 
the Seveso incident. If there is 
truth in toe notion that for com- 
panies toe spur to action is reg- 
ulation, it seems equally true that 
for regulators the spur to action is 
disaster. 

Indeed, it would seem that dis- 
asters can sometimes have radical 
effects on toe attitudes of the 
companies themselves. • 

Days after the Seveso incident 
in 1976 the Coalite group, sole 
UJC. manufacturer of the off- 
ending chemical trichlorophenol, 
closed its Bolsover plant for 
cheeks. Though nothing was 
found to be wrong, the plant never 
reopened. 

But the German company 
Bayer, which makes the “Bhopal" 
chemical methyl isocyanate at 
Donnagen on the Rhine and in 
Antwerp, says bluntly that becaue 
of differences in the production 
process, a disaster like Bhopal 


would in its case be impossible. 

The recent tragedies highlight a 
fundamental problem of toe che- 
mical industry — that toe public 
has little knowledge or und- 
erstanding of toe dangerous che- 
micals in question. 

Few non-chemists will have 
heard of trichlorophenol or met- 
hyl isocyanate before toe Seveso 
and Bhopal disasters respectively. 

Neither chemical is now made 
in toe UJK. But others as lethal 
are, such as hydrogen cyanide. 
Other common chemicals lower 
down toe toxic list are acrolein and 
phosgene — though the latter 
proved effective enough as the 
standard gas in_World War I. 

Not all the end-uses of the che- 
micals are toxic. Methyl iso- 
cyanate is not only used for pes- 
ticides. It also goes into plastics 
and polymers, and may well be a 
constituent of objects which the 
consumer handles every day. 

But public ignorance of their 
uses makes life very awkward for 
the manufacturers. The industry 
insists, with justice, that in view of 
toe huge number of hazardous 
plants around the world, its safety 
record is remarkably good. Ind- 
eed, there is a good deal of bit- 
terness in some parts of toe ind- 
ustry over what is seen as the unf- 
airness of the public’s attitude to 
accidents. 

Unfair or not, though, the pub- 
lic' s attitude is a fact of life. Within 
the industry itself, some are arg- 
uing that the proper response to 
ill-informed criticism is not ind- 
ignation or hurt silence but inf- 
ormation. Ltaless companies 
adopt a more communicative att- 
itude to their public, tragedies 
such as Bhopal can only deepen 
the prejudice — Financial Times 
news feature. 


Canada boosts 
private sector 


By Doug Long 

Reuter 

OTTAWA — Canada's new pro- 
gressive Conservative gov- 
ernment. saddled with persistent 
high unemployment and a soaring 
budget deficit, is turning to the 
private sector to boost a fragile 
economic recovery. 

Prime Minister Brian Mulroney 
has made it clear he intends to 
steer away from the int- 
erventionist role of the former 
Liberal government to allow bus- 
iness to be the main engine of eco- 
nomic growth. 

By slashing federal spending 
and holding the deficit to about 
$27 billion for the fiscal year beg- 
inning next April 1, the gov- 
ernment believes it has signalled 
its intention to create a better cli- 
mate for business in economic 
planning. 

Less than three months after 
winning the biggest parliamentary 
majority in Canadian history, the 
Conservatives have begun a fresh 
round of consultations to hear the 
views of business in advance of a 
new budget expected in April. 

“First, government policies 
must' be changed to ensure that 
Canada's private sector can bec- 
ome the driving force of economic 
renewal," said Finance Minister 
Michael Wilson. 

While cautioning that Canada’s 
economic ills have been years in 
toe making and cannot be rectified 
overnight, the government has 
made deficit reduction its top pri- 
ority. r 

“Our immediate goal is to red- 


uce the deficit through 
enditure reductions and noi 
ough major tax increases." 
Wilson told parliament 
month. 

The Conservatives have 
e ived some good news since ti 
office. The economy grew ii 
terms at a surprising 7.6 per 
annual rate during the third 
rier. ensuring the target of 4.! 
cent growth in the year as a w 
will be met. 

Exports have paced the 
overy to date and a record 
merchandise trade surplui 
about $1.8 billion was achievi 
October. 

But with the U.S. economj 
wing down, and about 70 per 
of Canadian exports header 
that market, economic foreca 
are united in predicting a 
wdown for 1985 . 

The new government has 
conceded that its hopes for 
turned expansion rest in large 
on the ability of the United Si 
to tnm its own budget defich 

Mr. Wilson says the lower 
erest rates that would result a 
key element of his hopes for . 
turned growth. 

Regardless of Ottawa’s sue 
m trimming the deficit, i 
mpfoyment seems certain to t 
am above 10 per cent for at 1 
another year. 

The Conservatives reluct* 
admit that while they believe 1 
mess confidence is the kej 
growth and job creation, it 
take more than a year to cut 
toe country’s 1.5 million job 
rate. 
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Every word was once a foem; 
Each began atfa picture. 

GEOLOGIST 

The geologist, whose pro- 
fession is geology and who inv- 
estigates geological phe- 
nomena, derives his name from 
a combination of Greek geos, 
"earth”, and ology, “study of.” 
Geos is also found in geometry, 
literally measuring the earth, 
or that branch of mathematics 
which treats of the mea- 
surement and properties of 
solid and plane figures, such as 
angles, triangles, squares, sph- 
eres, prisms, ei cetera, all of 
which are, strictly speaking, 
forms found on the earth. 

BIOLOGIST 

The biologist is so called from 
his study of all living forms; the 
first two syllables of his title are 
from Greek bios, “life”. Bios 
“life", is also found in bio- 
graphy, “writing about som- 
eone's life": autobiography, 
“the story about one's life wri- 
tten by oneself; and biopsy, “ a 
medical examination, gen- 
erally through a microscope, of 
tissue removed from a living 
body for the purpose of det- 
ermining the disease that aff- 
licts it.” 

ZOOLOGIST 

The zoologist is a student of 
zoology. He is named after the 
Greek zoon, “animal." The 
combination of the two o's 
tempts many people to pro- 
nounce the first three letters of 
these words in one syllable, 
thus: zoo. However, the two o’s 
should be separated as in coo- 
perate, even though no hyphen 
is used in the spelling to ind- 
icate such separation. 

OLOGY 

Ology. it was decided, means 
the “study of." The log, part - 
comes from a Greek word 
logos, which means “word," j 
and in philology the last three 
syllables are related to logos, 
“word": philology, strictly, is a 
love of words, hence, by ext- 
ension. the study of linguistics; 

ASTRONOMER 

Astronomer is built on 
Greek astron, “star", and 
nomos, “arrangement, law. or 
order." The astronomer is int- 
erested in the arrangement of 
stars and other celestial bodies. 
The adjective astronomical is a 
word often used in a non- 
heavenly sense, as in “the ast- 
ronomical size of the national 
debt.” The root astron “star", 
is also combined with our old 
friend ology in astrology the 
pseudoscience which claims it 
can foretell the future by a 
study of the stars. 

BOTANIST 

The botanist is formed on 
Greek botane. “plant.” The 
field is botany. The famed bot- 
anical gardens of Bronx Park, 
in New York, contain tho- 
usands of varieties of plants 
from all over the world. 

— Ahmad Jaber 


Soft rock with a hard core has dominated 1984 melodies 


Robin Denselow looks back at r he best of rock and jazz in I9S4 



Victory of Michael Jackson 


IT WAS. as the title of the Talking 
Heads film put it, a year to Stop 
Making Sense, a confused, fra- 
gmented year in which Orwell’s 
nightmare' visions became a 
dance-floor hit, the best-selling 
British band gave no live per- 
formances (at least in their own 
country), and even Bruce Spr- 
ingsteen made a pop video. The 
trend, as far as any trend could be 
traced in the plethora of styles, 
was towards a softer, more folky 
or jazzy approach on both sides of 
the Atlantic, though that was har- 
dly reflected by the success of bea- 
rded boogie merchants ZZ Top, 
or the two bands that delighted the 
industry’s moguls by providing a 
dash of hysteria and the fantastic 
rarely seen since the Beatles days. 

In Britain the phenomenon was 
known as Frankie Goes To Hol- 
lywood. and in America it was 
Michael Jackson, and it was typ- 
ical of 1984 that the two should 
have almost nothing in common, 
apart from making great dance- 
records. 

The Frankies completely dom- 
inated the British singles' chans 
with their first two records, which 
were really elaborately-crafted, 
extended concepL-songs. using 
voices, effects, and masterful hi- 
tech production by Trevor Horn, 
along with skilful publicity work 
from Paul Morley. who almost 
matched Malcolm McLaren in 
making media manipulation an an 
form. The band’s album. Wel- 
come To The Pleasure Dome, 
contains great moments ( the ope- 
ning side and the singles), and has 
to rank among the best of the year 
despite a very weak third side. The 


Frankies' live British debut in Liv- 
erpool on Dec. 20 should be one 
of the more interesting events of 
’84 still to come. 

In America, Michael Jackson 
dominated events with an album 
released two years earlier. Thriller 
kept selling in such ridiculous 
numbers that by the end of the 
year it had sold over 45 million 
copies world-wide, and was still in 
the bestsellers in many countries, 
making it by far the biggest com- 
mercial success in pop history. 
Jackson celebrated by re-uniting 
with his brothers for the Jacksons 
Victory Tour, the American box- 
office event of the year, though 
the J ackson' s reunion V ictory 
Album was a dismal dis- 
appointment. 

The most successful new black 
American performer was Prince, a 
seedy-looking contender for Jac- 
kson's throne, but in the year that 
saw the tragic death of die great 
Marvin Gaye. veteran black artists 
also found themselves back in fav- 
our. Bobby Womack, a legendary 
figure from the Sixties soul days, 
released Poet 2 as well as a bri- 
lliant retrospective. Somebody 
Special, and delighted British aud- 
iences with one of the most varied,* 
energetic shows of the year. 

Tina Turner, long established as 
a wonderful live performer, ret- 
urned to the best-sellers with her 
studiedly commercial Private 
Dancer album, while former 
Rufus singer Chaka Khan at last 
notched up a major hit with I Feel 
For You. Stevie Wonder, who per- 
formed on il also recorded one of 
the more throw-away commercial 
albums of his career. 


White American taste was pre- 
dominantly conservative, as ref- 
lected by the sizeable youth vote 
for President Reagan, and new 
heroes like Huey Lewis were often 
traditonal-style rockers. Bruce 
Springsteen, the undisputed white 
king, whose gutsy image contrasts 
with his stirring but sensitive sto- 
ries of everyday blue-collar life, 
reportedly gave a stunning series 
of live shows, and certainly rel- 
eased a strong new album, Bom In 
The USA. 

But there were some signs of a 
“new wave" of American styles 
developing, often influenced by 
the Sixties or by traditional mat- 
erial. The Dream Syndicate, from 
the West Coast, and the gentler 
REM from Georgia, both echoed 
different Sixties styles while the 
Violent Femmes were both folky 
and experimental, and Los Lobos 
were the latest in the grand tra- 
dition of all-American barroom 


bands. 

Meanwhile, the “new British 
invasion” continued to wash over 
America, helped by the continual 
stream of glossy videos on MTV. 
Duran Duran won badly needed 
credibility by teaming up with Nile 
Rodgers, and began to sound 
more like a conventional rock 
band, Culture Club, whose looks 
became increasingly more sta- 
rtling than their music, were used 
by the American police to lure 
suspects out of hiding with the 
promise of free tickets, and even 
Wham! ended the year toppng the 
American charts. This healthy- 
looking duo achieved remarkable 
success with a catchy pastiche of 
Motown styles, despite the fact 
that one of them appeared to do 
absolutely nothing at all. 

Along with the stylishly-dressed, 
white soul boys, the “new British 
rock” still swept across America 
with its blend of the stirring and 


the melodic. The best exponents, 
Dublin’s U2, recorded a bravely 
subtle album with the help of pro- 
ducer Brin Eno, while Big Cou- 
ntry failed to quite live up to last 
year’s rousing debut with their 
second album, Steeltown. Simple 
Minds’ Sparkle In The Rain was a 
third strong contender. 

Back in Britain, both those sty- 
les. and all those bands, continued 
to be popular, but there was also a 
revival of a softer, folky or jazzier 
approach. The miners’ strike, and 
the growing north-south divide in 
the country was also reflected in 
the re cum of political songs. 

Billy Bragg, a guitar-playing 
soloist, best summed up the mood 
with angry songs about the right- 
wing press or the Falklands, and 
like many musicians was active at 
miners* benefits. Even more sub- 
versive, as far as the record ind- 
ustry was concerned, was the fact 
that he brought out a cut-price 
album which became a best-seller. 

Elvis Costello, another per- 
former known for introducing pol- 
itical material along with his R&B 
and country styles, also followed 
the solo trend by giving a series of 
concerts without his band, in 
which both his lyrics and his v oice 
came over triumphantly. 

Elsewhere, the new “softrock" 
produced a whole set of good and 
different bands, from the gentle 
guitar band The Smiths, famed for 
the realism and gloom in Mor- 
rissey's lyrics, through to the more 
swirling folksy style of Aztec 
Camera, the Bronski Beat's blend 
of fury and high vocals, the gentle 
jazz and latin rhythms of Eve- 
rything But The Girl, or the more 
country styles of Lloyd Cole, for 
me the best new performer of the 


year. Honourable mention should 
also be made, on the funk side, to 
Floy Joy, and on the experimental 
and instrumental side to the gently 
mesmeric Penguin Cafe Orc- 
hestra, the funk and systems fus- 
ions of Man Jumping, and the stu- 
dio wizardry of Trevor Horn's The 
An Of Noise. 

From outside Britain and Ame- 
rica, there was continued interest 
in African styles, helped by British 
concerts by King Sunny Ade from 
Nigeria, and Zimbabwe’s Tho- 
mas Mapfumo. Fela Kuii was less 
successful, and ended the year in 
jail in Nigeria, amidst accusations 
that his arrest was a result of his 
political song-writing. 

Top Ten 

“ Lloyd Cole and the Com- 
motions: Rattlesnakes (Pol- 
ydor). 

■ Brewing Up With Billy Bragg 
(Go-Discs). 

" Who's Afraid Of The Art Of 
Noise? (ZTT). 

• Elvis Costello: Goodbye Cruel 
World (F.Beat). 

” REM: Reckoning (IRS). 

■ Frankie Goes To Hollywood: 
Welcome To The Pleasure 
Dome (ZTT). 

• U2: The Unforgettable Fire 
(Island). 

“ The Special AKA: In The Stu- 
dio (2 Tone). 

• Echo And The Bunnymen: 
Ocean Rain (Korora). 

• Bruce Sprinsteen: Born in The 
USA (CBS). 

Best performers 

Bobby Womack 
Elvis Costello Solo 
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Unprecedented drug case unfurls 


(Continued from page 1 ) 

lawyers in Amman, the int- 
erception of an arms “con- 
signment” by Saudi Arabian bor- 
der police last summer which unv- 
eiled ihe smuggling network and 
Qdah’s leading role in its ope- 
rations. 

Apparently, one of the smu- 
gglers. who was condemned to 
death in Saudi Arabia, confessed, 
prior to his execution, on Qdah’s 
complicity. 

The discovery, according to inf- 
ormed sources, was going to cause 
a “diplomatic crisis" between 
Saudi Arabia and Jordan but the 
government moved swiftly to app- 
rehend the culprits and launched a 
comprehensive investigation into 
the affair. 

The findings of the investigation 
were startling and revealed that 
Qdah had a dual role in that of a 
brilliant mastermind behind the 
smuggling operations that of a 
‘honest and effective" chief of 
Jordan’s Anti-Narcotic Squad. 
Qdah also managed to make good 
money by playing both roles suc- 
cessfully. according to details dis- 
closed in the list of accusations. 

Qdah used to ask Jordanian and 
foreign drug dealers to smuggle 
drugs to Jordan while he would 
make the necessary “arr- 
angements and contacts” with the 
anti-narcotic squads in the cou- 
ntries of origin to facilitate the 
operation, the list of accusations 
said. After the arrival of the con- 
signment in Jordan. Qdah would 
“buy" the merchandise instead of 
arresting the smugglers and con- 
fiscating the drugs. 

To cover his actions he used to 
sell the merchandise through his 
collaborators, collect the money 


and then officially arrest the drug 
smugglers. 

"Exporting” drugs abroad bro- 
ught more profit for Qdah because 
it enabled him to make his money 
through legal means. The list of 
accusations explains that after 
“exporting” the merchandise and 
selling it. after collecting the 
money. Qdah used to tip off ami- 
narcotic squads about the con- 
signments and collect a reward for 
his “honest" tip off. 

The list of accusations, which 
includes detailed incidents of rec- 
ent drug and arm smuggling, ind- 
icates that Qdah was not direcjlv 
involved in arms trafficking. Mbi^ 
eover, the charges against Qdah. 
which ranged from accepting bri- 
bery to embezzlement and drug 
trafficking, do not include smu- 
ggling or possession of arms. But 
the cases cited in the list indicate 
that leading members of the smu- 
ggling gang, particularly. Khalaf 
A1 Fayez, who has coordinated 
most of the drug trafficking ope- 
rations with Qdah, were found 
guilty of smuggling guns and rev- 
olvers. 

Fayez was sentenced to 1 5 years 
of imprisonment and a fine of JD 
3.000. 

According to the Military Court 
verdict, the following were sen- 
tenced to 10 years in prison and 
fined JD 3,000 each: 

Nazmi Darwish A1 Beik, Walid 
Sari Abdullah, Abdullah Qasem 
Suleiman 14 A1 Kalaz”, Kayed 
Ahmad Briosh, Barakai Mofleh 
Qiefan. Mohammad Al Bas- 
haisheh, Mahmoud Marashdeh, 
Said AJ Haiti, Hassan Abu Jam- 
aen. Khaled Ayed Al Nader, 
Adnan Sultan and Motiab Fayez. 

The following were sentenced 
to eight years in prison and fined 


with various amounts (in bra- 
ckets): 

Salim Salem Sheihah (JD 
3,000), Mohammad Khalid Abu 
Kas (JD 3.000). Badawi Al Jabali 
(JD 3,000), Issa Al Rashdan (JD 
3,000), Fawaz Al Fayez (no fine) 
and Fayez Akafali (no fine). 

Other sentences were passed on 
the following: 

Sami Halasah — two years and 
JD 50 fine; Khalaf Mohammad Al 
Fayez — 15 years and JD 3,000 
fine; Ahmad Yousef Al Rifai — 
four years and JD 666 fine; Salim 
Yassin —‘three yearn ahd”JD 
: 5,000 fine: Yassin Muafaq Yassin- 

— three years and JD 15.000 fine; 
Zuhair Disamieh — one year; 
Mahmoud Barghouri — seven and 
a half years; Samir Joza'a — five 
years; and Ismat Abu Al Saud — 
three years and JD 15,000 fine. 

The following were sentenced 
in absentia : 

Yousef Al Ha’ani — 15 years 
with hard labour; Mohammad AJ 
Ha’ani — 15 years with hard lab- 
our; and Mohammad Khaitan — 
15 years with hard labour. 

The following were named out- 
laws and sentenced as under: 
Ahmad Abu Rabi — life term with 
hard labour and JD 5,000 fine; 
Jihad Al Hakhameh — life term 
and JD 5,000 fine; Ghassan Taher 

— 15 years and JD 3,000 fine; 
Mousa Muasher — life term with 
hard labour; Mousleh Kayali — 
life term and JD 5,000 fine; Kha- 
led Hourani — life term and JD 

5,000 fine: Samir Khamis — life 
term with hard labour; Abdul 
Majeed Al Mahadeen — life term 
with hard labour and JD 5,000 
fine; Mohammad Al Zobi — life 
term with hard labour; Abdullah 
Saleh Hourani — life term with 


hard labour; Abdul . Fatah Al 
Amaireh — life term with hard 
labour; and Mohammad Issawi — 
life term with hard labour and JD 

5,000 fine. 

Fouad Al Sheikh, a fugitive 
from justice for 15 years, was 
fined JD 3,000. 

The following were found inn- 
ocent and acquitted: Majed Al 
Qaisi, Aii Al Kaabeeni, Abed 
Rabbo Hbeish; Azzarn Al Kasji, 
Kamel Ghorbali, Anwar Zobi. 
Ghazi Al Bashaisheh, Ahmad 
Zobi, Mohammad Khazzali. Ibr- 
ahim Bashaisheh. Ibrahim Zobi 
and Mohammad Zaben. •«. 

Charges were dropped against) 
Mahmoud Abu Hattar and 
Ahmad Khattab. The verdict said 
the name of Mohammad Abu 
Owers was mentioned in the case 
by mistake. 

Twelve Saudi nationals were 
sentenced to life with JD 5.000 
fine each. They are: 

Mohammad Al Howeiti, Ibr- 
ahim Salameh, Mohammad Ashi, 
Abdullah Ousoul. Mohammad 
Ibn Awad. Abdul Ma’arouf Sha- 
labi, Ibrahim Attouri, Neithan 
Harbi, Ahmad Otusi, Mohammad 
Otwi, Hamid Harbi and Salameh 
Orwi. 

Four Egyptians were also sen- 
tenced for life with hard labour 
and a fine of JD 5,000 each. They • 
are: 

Mohammad Faisal, Ahmad Al 
Deen, Aleem Murad, and the only 
woman convicted in the case, Hala 
Allam. 

Thirteen Lebanese were sen- 
tenced for life with a fine of JD 

5,000 each. 

Six Syrians were sentenced for 
life with hard labour and a fine of 
JD 5,000 each. 



W.Gennan “Red- Whiles” — first and second places at the World Champions in dancing tinier Nat- 
ions photo) . 


SCANDINAVIAN 

SHOWROOM 


☆ Livmsr rooms 

☆ Dining rooms 

☆ Bedroom secs 

☆ Wall units 
☆Lighting fixtures 
☆ClubB for children ,J 
☆Modem Danish design 

☆ Feather upholstery 
☆Danish-Pack Homes 
☆Tax-free if applicable 

T«l 663890 Civil defence street 



.Tne youthful 
style with an 
eye to the futu;e N 


CHINA 
RESTAURANlI 

MOVE HOKUM 
SUPERMARKET 

The first and best Chinese 
restaurant 

in Aqaba 
Take ' - away service ava- 
ilable 

'Open daily’ 1 1.30 -3:30 - and 6:30 
11:00 

I AQABA, Tel. 4415 


/ ( » f/m vmv m 


■HU \ \('t !!(>>! 


• - 


be 







RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

Airconditioned 

The first St besi 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Tel. 38968 
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*FJTAU»ANT 

. TAIWAN 
| /TOURISM 


I 

I 

■ 
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3rd Circle, Jabal Amman \ 
Opposite Akltah Hospital. . 

PEKING DUCK ft 
FLAMING POT FONDUE . 
ARE OUR SPECIALITIES 


VISIT 800Nt 

Open dally 12:00-3:30 PM 
6.-00 PM to Midnight ■ 


I 


j^.- TeL 41093 'J 


Deluxe apartments 

for rent 
AQABA 

2 bedrooms, living areaj 
jOverjooking the gulf. 

/More details, please 
contact Mazes Qusous 
Amman 21807 
Aqaba 4339 


CHEN'S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbecue 
for lunch FRIDAY 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 
Open daily 

112:00 noon - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 



Miramar 

Hotel 

aqAba 

4444 

Your stay in the 
MIRAMAR 
a holiday by itself. 

Aqaba, Tel. 4339/41 
TLX 62275 JO 


3-^-a ft 

VI/ Tin ' Regency Palace I kjlTI ( ; 


The Leading Night Club in Amman 



..... 
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French Cuisine Restaurant 

The Lebanese Singer WftALlL HALLAK. 
FRANCO -ARAB THE TIRE BIRDS BAWD 

The Egyptian Belly Dancer TV1AYSA „ 

and The Oriental BAND K AK AM KUOS 

Res.aSOHOU/15 ’ 


DAILY BUSINI-SS l.UNCEON BUFFET 


* 


✓ 


■tstaurani 


Presents to you 
DAilyLuNckoN Menu 


Soups . 

Pish or nnsot 
Sweats or fruits 
Coffea 

4. Jordan dinars 


Hors D* Oeuvras 
Fish or mast 
Sweets or fruits 
Coffee 

S. Jordan dinars 


AHLAN WA SAHLAN to our quiet wit nwMC evenings 

TEL *2*99 ■ 1107* .4*023 TELEX. 523M GOLD JO A I 

P . O BOX SlM • JABAL - AMMAN 
BEHIND MARQUISE JEWEUEHV - AMMAN - JORDAN 
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Sweden claims Davis Cup 


GOTHENBURG, Sweden (R) * — Sweden won the 
Davis Cup Tennis Championship for the second time 
Monday night when Stefan Edberg and Anders Jfar- 
ryd stunned John McEnroe and Peter Fleming 7-5, 
5-7, 6-2, 7-5 in a tense doubles match of nearly three 
hours. 


The triumph, which gave Swe- 
den a 3-0 lead over the U.S. team 
and earned them the trophy for 
the first time since 1975, ended 
the American pair's victory streak 
in Davis Cup doubles matches at 
14. McEnroe and Fleming had 
never lost before Monday night. 

The surprising doubles result 
followed the outstanding per- 
formances by Mats Wilander and 
Henrik Sundstrom in the singles 
on Sunday, when Wilander cru- 
shed Jimmy Connors 6-1 . 6-3. 6-3 
and Sundstrom upset McEnroe 
13-11.6-4,6-3. 

The young Swedish team, with . 
an average age of just 20. thus 
denied the considerably more 


For McEnroe, playing his fifth 
Davis Cup final, it was a doubly 
bitter pill to swallow after his loss 
to Sundstrom Sunday, and be rep- 
eated his criticism of the court, the 
lighting and the timing of the 
event. 


experienced U.S. team their 29t|j 


championship title and their fift 
in seven years. 

Their display set the seal on 
Sweden's steady advance as a ten- 
nis superpower, a process lau- 
nched by Bjorn Borg who led the 
country to their first DavisPCup 
title in 1975. 


The Americans had wanted the 
tie staged after Christmas. 

"This court is unacceptable to 
play on and it's unbelievable to 
play a Davis Cup final one week 
before Christmas.” he said. 

The star of the match was Edb- 
erg, who will not be 19 until next 
month. The winner of the junior 
Grand Slam in 1983 served bri- 
lliantly. not losing his serve in the 
match, and his returns and volleys 
created the openings for service, 
breaks. 


“Tve never served so well bef- 
ore in such an important doubles 
match," Edberg said. 

The Swedish performance vin- 
dicated non-playing captain Hans 
Olsson's decision to build a special 


Victorious Saudis return home 


RIYADH (R) — Saudi Arabia's 
national soccer team, who won the 
Asian Soccer Cup in Singapore on 
Sunday for the first time, returned 
home Tuesday to a tumultuous 
welcome and festivities never wit- 
nessed before in the conservative 
kingdom. 

They took the trophy by beating 
China 2-0 in the final. 

The players, wearing their foo- 


tball strips, waved to crowds lining 
the capital’s streets from a bus fes- 
tooned with flowers and the kin- 
gdom's green national flags on 
their way to the city's main sta- 
dium. 

Residents of Riyadh said the 
soccer fever and celebrations sur- 
passed those earlier this year when 
the Saudi soccer team quafifed for 
the Los Angeles Olympics. 


- FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 
IN SHMEISANI 


Three bedrooms, salon, kitchen, bathroom, veranda, 
centrally heated with telephone. 

Two bedrooms, salon, dining room, kitchen, bat- 
hroom, with small garden and special entrance, cen- 
trally heated with telephone. 


Please call tel: 669283, after 2 p.m. 


indoor clay court at "the Sca- 
ndinavium here to take the sting 
out of a fast American team, a 
ploy which France tried uns- 
uccessfully a i Grenoble in 1982. 

Asked if Sweden could retain 
the title next year, Olsson pointed 
to the recent success of Wilander 
and Edberg on grass and said 
"We are not pessimistic about 
playing on other surfaces.” 
Wilander, 20 and ranked fourth 
in the world, retained the Aus- 
tralian Open title in Melbourne on 
grass eight days ago. The Swedes 
also contested the cup final a year 
ago against Australia on grass in 
Melbourne, losing 3-2 in an exp- 
erience which seemed to help 
them here. 

None of the Americans looked 
at home on the clay surface and 
McEnroe, the World number one 
who was returning to tournament 
play after a six-week absence cau- 
sed by suspension and injury, 
never found his form. 

The Swedes took the first set 
7-5 Monday night on just a single 
break of Fleming’s serve in the last 
game. The tall righthander proved 
vulnerable on serve throughout 
the match and the Swedes exp- 
loited the weakness to devastating 
effect. 

Fleming expressed frustration 
with his poor serving, and added: 
"We had two or three different 
chances to come back, we just 
didn't put it together.” 

In the second set. the Ame- 
ricans broke Jariyd in the seventh 
game and took a 5-3 lead. Edberg. 
by far the most consistent of the 
four, saved three set points on his 
serve for 5-4 and was largely res- 
ponsible for breaking McEnroe 
with a series of powerful service 
returns to make it 5-5. 

But Jarryd once again dropped 
his serve and Fleming served out 
the set to love to square the match. 

Edberg and Jarryd raced thr- 
ough the third set in just 35 min- 
utes, breaking Fleming in the fou- 
rth and eighth games, with Edberg 
again saving three break points on 
the way. 

The result rendered Tuesday’s 
final two singles matches sup- 
erfluous and in accordance with 
recent Davis Cup practice they 
will probably be reduced to best- 
of-ihree sets. Connors plays Sun- 
dstrom and McEnroe meets Wil- 
ander. 



I France sweeps 9 84 honours 


Micbel Platini led France to European Soccer Championship this 
year. 


Sundstrom, Jarryd to meet 


in Masters opening round 


NEW YORK (AP) — Two mem- 
bers of the powerful Swedish 
Davis Cup team, Henrik Sun- 
dstrom and Anders Jarryd. will 
meet in the opening round of the 
Volvo Masters Tennis Cha- 
mpionships at Madison Square 
Garden Jan. 8-13. 

Sundstrom. who upset John 
McEnroe Sunday to give Sweden 
a 2-0 lead in the best-of-five 
match Davis Cup final, is ranked 
sixth in the world. Jarryd. who 
teamed with Stefan Edberg Mon- 
day in the doubles match against 
the American pair of McEnroe 
and Peter Fleming, is seventh on 
the Association of Tennis Pro- 
fessionals computer. 

McEnroe is top-seeded in the 
select 12-player field, while 
Jimmy Connors, McEnroe's Davis 
Cup teammate, is seeded No. 2, 
Czechoslovakia’s Ivan Lendl No. 

and Sweden's Mats Wilander 
No. 4. The seedings are det- 
ermined by the year-long Volvo 
Grand Prix points standings. 

The four seeded players receive 
first-round byes. In the second- 


round. McEnroe will face the 
Sundstrom-Jarryd winner, and, if 
the seedings hold, will meet Wil- 
ander in the semifinals. 

The only other pairing det- 
ermined by Monday's draw was 
Eliot Teltscher of the United Sla- 
tes, against Tomas Smid of Cze- 
choslovakia in the first round. The’ 
winner will face Connors in the 
second round. 


The final two spots in the tou- 
rnament still are undecided, with 
two more Volvo Grand Prix tou- 
rnaments remaining on the sch- 
edule. Currently, Johan Kriek of 
the U.S-. is 1 1 th and Vitas Ger- 
ulaitis, also of the U.S.. is 12th. 
But Aaron Krickstein of the U.S., 
and South Africa's Kevin Curren 
still have a chance to break into 
the field. 


One of those four will play And- 
res Gomez of Ecuador in a first- 
round match, while another will 
face Sweden's Joakira Nystrom. 

The winner will get $100,000. 
with the runner-up receiving 
$60,000. 
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LOOKING FOR A JOB? 


PARIS (R) — Michel Platini, the 
wide-eyed, tousled-haired pied 
piper of soccer, led France on a 
merry dance to sporting greatness 
in 1984. 

His sorcery beguiled all who 
saw him — from entranced fan to 
bewitched opponent — and left 
them marvelling at his unique 
magic. 

Formula One Grand Prix driver 
Alain Prost. Tour de France win- 
ner Laurent Fignon and pole- 
vaulter Pierre Quinoa added fur- 
ther glory in a vintage 1984 which 
will be known as the 'Year of the 
French’. 

Platini and his cohorts won the 
European Championship in the 
champagne style which has long 
been their hallmark. 

The Juventus maestro entered 
1984 as European Footballer of 
the Year and went on to add the 
European Cupwinners* Cup and 
Italian League Championship to 
his collection of honours. 

Platini was also top scorer in 
Italy and the European Cha- 
mpionship in which, inevitably, he 
was named ‘Player of the Tou- 
rnament.’ , 

' He is odds-on to be elected 
European Footballer of the Year 
again before the year is out, as well 
as French Champion of Cha- 
mpions. a title he won in 1977. 

The French soccer party did not 
end with the 2-0 European Cba- 
/ mpionship final win over Spain in 
“.June. Six weeks later it began 
anew in California when France 
beat Brazil by the same margin to 
win the Olympic title in the Pas- 
adena Rose Bowl. 

Henri Michel, who mas- 
terminded the Olympic triumph, 
went on to inherit the team built 
by the inspirational Michel Hid- 
algo and has already taken them a 
long way down the path leading to 
the World Cup finals in Mexico in 
1986. 

France have despatched Lux- 
embourg, Bulgaria and East Ger- 
many without conceding a goal in 
their Group Four campaign, bea- 
ting East Germany 2-0 last Sat- 
urday to make it 12 wins in 12 
matches in an unprecedented 
year. 

The European soccer triumph 
was the nation's most dazzling 
sports coup in 1984, providing a 
fitting emotional farewell to Hid- 
algo, who made France the most 
stylish, adventurous and attractive 
team in Europe, if not the world, 
in an eight-year reign which spa- 
nned 75 matches. 


Hidalgo was carried aloft by his 
players, bearing the trophy. “ We 
are swimming in happiness,” he 
said at the end of what he called 
his “passionate adventure.” 
Quinon starred in another 


But bespectacled compatriot 
Fignon proved it was possible to 
retain a crown, relegating four-, 
times winner Bernard Hinault to 
second place in the Tour de Fra-i 
ace cycle classic. Hinault, how- 
ever, bounced back magnificently 
at the end of the season and even 


French adventure in August, ups- 
taging the Americans in the Los 
Angeles Coliseum to hoist himself upstaged his young rival, 
to a gold medal and prove French France had other. less- 
pole-vauhers had the steel to win publicised world champions — 
in competition as well as set world 250cc motor-cyclist Christian Saf- 


records. 

Team-mate Thierry Vigneron, 
the European indoor champion, 
took the bronze and. for a few 
heady moments in Rome after the 
games, seized back the world rec- 


ron. Karate king and queen Emm- - 
anuel Pinda and Sophie Berger 
and Judoka Brigitte Deydier. 

They lamented the demise of 
five European boxing champions 
but took heart in the past month as 


ord from Sergei Bubka — only for flyweight Antoine Monrero and 
the Soviet vaulter to trump him at junior-middleweight Louis Aca- 
the same meeting. ries earned world title shots. 

French Olympic aspirations On the ski slopes, where France . 
were reinforced during the year have long been used to seeing eve- - 
when Paris announced their bid to 1 ryone else waltz off with the titles, * 
stage the 1992 Summer Games, the new alpine season has started 


following the Alpine region of 
Savoy, who want the Winter 
Games in the same year. 

Prost, the diminutive prince of 
the motor-racing circuit, was one 
of the big winners of the year but- 
was denied the final accolade of 
world champion by Australian 
team-mate Niki Lauda. 

Prost won the showdown in the 
sun at Estoril, Portugal, to equal 
the record of seven Grand Prix 
wins in a season achieved by the 
late Scottish ace Jim Clark. But 
Lauda was just behind to clinch 
the championship by half a point. 

France started the year looking 
irresistible on the rugby union 
field, outclassing Ireland. Wales 
and England with the spring- 
heeled running of their backs and 
the prolific boot of fly-half Jean- 
Patrick Lescarboura. who set a 
points record in the five nations 
championship. s 

But Scotland halted the flying 
•French, who will enter the five- 
nations fray against Wales here 
next month without the galvanic 
Jean-Pierre Rives, who has ann- 
ounced his retirement from int- 
ernational rugby after 10 glorious 
seasons. 

France suffered disappointment 
in June when 1983 hero Yannick 
Noah, the first Frenchman to win 
the French Open tennis title in 37 
years, crashed out in the quarter- 
finals at Roland Garros. 

Noah, who fled the pressure of 
domestic sporting celebrity for the 
anonymity of New York a year 
ago, was dogged by injury all year 
and has failed to make next 
month's Grand Prix Masters. 


brightly with slalom victories for, 
evergreen Perrine Pelen and new 
hope Christelle Guignard. 


But the most vivid ’French spo- ' 
rting moments of 1984 were the j 
dizzy days of June when the verve, 
flair and spirit of Hidalgo’s team , 
carried off the European Cha- 
mpionship. 

From Joel Bats, who brought a 
rare reliability to French goa- ; 
[keeping, to Bruno Bellone, fast,', 
and forceful left-winger who sco-’ 1 
- red the final goal, they were in a 
class of their own. 

In midfield they were without 
peer, offering the fierce com- 
petitiveness of Luis Fernandez 
and Jean Tigana. the impish skills 
of Alain Giresse and the majestic 
versatility of Platini. 

Whatever 1985 holds for Fra- 
nce. it is small wonder that Hid- 
algo and Platini, principal arc- 
hitects of-their triumph, are sad to 
see 1984 go." It’s a shame it’s end- 
ing each has said. 


The job is yours if you can type well and speak good 
English. 


AL WAHA STORES 


Announces that working 
hours at the stores from the 


20th of Dec. till the 
24th will be from 
9 a. m. till 11 p.m. 

For the Largest variety of 
Christmas Shopping 


AL WAHA STORES must be your 


FIRST CHOICE 


. G Merry~ 

Christmas^And a 


G Happy* 





Please call 667347 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


A memorial meeting to celebrate the 108th birthday of 
Quaid-e-Azam, Mohammad Ali Jinnah, organised by 
the University of Jordan, in cooperation with the Emb- 
assy of Pakistan is being held on Tuesday, 25th Dec- 
ember, 1984 at 3:30 p.m. at the Islamic Culture Centre, 
near Mosque of the University of Jordan. 

All the Pakistani community is cordially invited to att- 
end. 


FOR SALE 


1) Mercedes Benz 200 Model 1984, colour Metallic 
Blue, approx 28.500 kms. 

Excellent condition. Duty paid. 


2) Mini Metro 1.3 HLE, Model 1984, colour White, 
approx 29,500 kms. 

Good condition. Duty paid. . 


Interested parties should contact the following 
telephone nos: Amman 818831, 818832. 


ISTANBULI 

RESTAURANT 


DELUXE FURNISHED AND UNFURNISHED 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 


Two and three bedrooms, individually controlled hot 
water and central heating systems, telephone, lift, car 
park. Very convenient location, near 7th Circle, opp- 
osite Um Uthaina Hotel. 



On the occasion of 
Christmas and 
New Year, 

Istanbul!’ Restaurant welcomes! 
you and invites you to taste its 
delicious Eastern and Western 
foods in a quiet family atm- . 
osphere. 

Delicious foods, delicacies and 
appetisers, excellent service.* 
•Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year 

Istanbul! Restaurant, 
Jabal Amman, behind 
Passport Department, 
Tel. 38212 

Manager: Farouq Karadsheh 


wmmmmmm 



For further information contact Tel: 811851 


WHILE YOU ARE AWAY 


Let us service your car with genuine GM parts and 
professional technicians 


— leave the car with us in our secure premises 

— tefi us when you will be back 

— collect it ready and serviced on your return 


All you have to do is phone us at 91 41 5 and ask for Tony 
Bradshaw 


Let us do the rest and we promise you a good start for 
1985 


Tannous Service 
Suleiman Tannous & Sons Ltd. 


IYY plans 
approved 


AMMAN (Petra) — Final pre- 
parations for the International 
Year of the Youth (IYY) and plan 
of action of the Jordanian National 
Committee (JNC) of the IYY v^ere 
discussed Monday during a mee- 
ting chaired by Minister of Youth, 
Hani Khasawneh, in his capacky 
as chairman of the JNC. 

The committee discussed a 
number of frameworks and pri- 
nciples related to the plan of action • 
and programmes which focus on 
constructive values of the jor-- 
danian youth and ensure their pos- 
itive participation in cultural and 
technical activities and voluntary 
work. 

The JNC also approved the cul- 
tural and national programmes to 
be carried out in various parts of 
the country during next year, the 
IYY, and to concentrate on pro- 


grammes on youth through the 
various information media. 


Best to spend 
Christmas 


in jail 


LONDON (AP) — Former Bri- 
tish soccer star George Best will 
spend Christmas behind bars after 
losing an appeal Monday against a* 
three-month jail sentence. 

The 38-year-old former Nor- 
thern Ireland international was 
sentenced earlier this month after ■ 
pleading guilty to drunken dri-. 
ving, assaulting a police officer- , 
and jumping bail. 

He was ordered released on bail ■ 
after his lawyer filed an appeal ; 
against the alleged severity of the • 
12-week term. • 

Appeals court judge Gerald- : 
Butler was told by Best’s lawyers ; 
Monday that the former Man- • 
Chester Lfoited Winger faced ■ 
going to jail “with terror." 

But he ruled the sentence was 
neither excessive nor unduly 
severe.” : 

The court heard that Best had 

been driving with three times the ! 
permitted level of alcohol fo' his ) 
blood when he was arrested in ; 
Central London on Nov. 3. * 

He was released on bafl to app*- ■ 
ear in court later the same day but 1 
failed to attend and an arrest war- * 
rant was issued. 

Best was re-arrested after a str- • 
uggle when seen entering a nei- 
ghbour’s house. In a further str- ; 
uggle inside a police van, Best 
punched one of the police officers 
in the face, the court heard. 
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% Britain to review banking supervision 

g LirtTu 8 ° V " d 5 n go,d P ricc * a guideline around sui(am, will also consider v 

firamenl said Monday it will cany the world. changes were needed in it 

” lhe °l lhe u The government is normally The opposition Laboui 

. 4 * lc - Hin U H^y ,t . su PJ r ' lses Bnah banking thought to keep a close eye on the demanded to know why il 
.^k m/ u k. i -followrag the near-collapse of the banking business, principally thr- emment had accepted the 
Hi ^ 1 P ,r ^ JohD i° n Matthey Bank lw0 ough the Bank of England, bui the of Johnson Maithey bankei 
■ 0u ng months ago. Johnson Matthey rescue pro- it has persistently refused 

J d r. . i ' t,hanceuor of the exchequer mpied Questions about how the arJrno manufacturing com: 


ough the Bank of England, but the 
Johnson Matthey rescue pro- 
mpted questions about how the 


-* rj,. ■ — ■ ,, 1 -r-w ifutjuuio omuui now trie 

>r, d ck er It, N,gfil Uwson loId P«rl«ament bank had been allowed to slip so 

: ^l>sir?W ? cl0h * r i e “ ue , of i°hnson near to collapse. 

^sUnd Matthey Bank by tj 1 * Bank of Mr. Lawson said Monday the 
England had revealed weaknesses review would look aithe quality of 
irieij^fk bJ in the PJ** 01 superviSl0n arr " th e central bank staff which han- 
dled , k De ) V angements. dies supervision, their relationship 

n s > 4? His. move is the latest rep- with the auditors of 


^'Sh,S 


"k. ^cussion of a crisis which shocked 
^ financiers. Johnson Matthey’s 
banking interests are small, but it 
g i; has a key position as one of the 


ld 'nl fc x. five prestigious bullion firms 
ir '. r - which twice daily “fix’* rhe Lon- 


••icw' 

• ;, =^ 


the central bank staff which han- 
dles supervision, their relationship 
with the auditors of commercial 
banks and the way they assessed 
balance sheets submitted to [hem. 

The investigating team, com- 
prising officials from Mr. Law- 
son’s ministry and the central 
bank and an independent con- 


sultant, will also consider whether 
changes were needed in the law. 

The opposition Labour Party 
demanded to know why the gov- 
ernment had accepted the rescue 
of Johnson Matthey bankers when 
it has persistently refused to save 
ailing manufacturing companies. 

Mr. Lawson appeared to dis- 
tance himself from the rescue in 
parliament Monday, saying the 
Bank of England was not obliged 
to seek his approval on such mat- 
ters and had noi done so. 

But he denied a suggestion by 
Labour spokesman Mr. Bryan 
Gould that the new review ind- 
icated he lacked confidence in 
Bank of England Governor Robin 
Leigh- Pemberton. 


Spanish minister calls for major 
concessions in entry talks with EC 


BRUSSELS (R) — The European 
‘ ’■ 'd Fr ■ Community (EC) Tuesday finally 
I agreed on terms for Spanish and 
Portuguese membership but was 
•’l immediately told that Spain wan- 

- Ljr.v - ted major concessions. 

Spanish Foreign Minister Fer- 
. nando Moran accused the 10- 
y nation group of planning the enl- 

•i r ; ^ . argement without regard for the 

interests of Spanish citizens. 

He was talking to journalists 
• r ,.~ r after the group's foreign ministers 

put to him tough conditions on 
wine and fish, the last major oui- 
‘ r : c ; > standing enlargement issues. 

L '-- l?- Greece had earlier lifted its obj- 
, l ; ections to the proposals, clearing 

if:: <:' r the way for final accession neg- 
. otiations. But it stilt threatens to 

veto Spanish and Portuguese 
■■ entry unless the 10 agree to a 

? *r- c multi-bill ion dollar Med- 
\ r iterranean aid programme. 

•' --jv-. Mr. Moran said Spain had alr- 

• - * eadymade major concessions dur- 
— ing the seven-year-old entry talks 


’ '■ Ul 

IV.,:; 


plans 

'oved 


and would not accept indefinitely 
the extreme conditions which the 
community sought to impose. 

“Membership by Jan. I. lyS6is 
still possible. But the limit to our 
ability to make concessions is in 
sight.” he said, adding that the sta- 
lemate had sparked "national fru- 
stration” in Spain. 

“Our objective remains Eur- 
opean integration. But the world 
is big. arid we're not going to have 
the Community interfere with our 
policies merely for the sake of 
membership,” Mr. Moran said. 

Dutch European Affairs Sec- 
retary of State Mr. Willem Van 
Eekelen said he hoped “Moran's 
blast” would convince the 10 that 
entry talks were a give-and-take 
process, made of compromises. 

“Moran indicated the ball was 
now in our court. I think he's right 
and we must now adapt our pos- 
itions.” he said. 

Talks between the European 
Commission and the Iberian sta- 


tes were continuing and Mr. 
Moran said he thought they would 
settle problems on Spain's steel 
industry, car imports and high 
import duties Wednesday. 

He said the aim was now to start 
drafting accession treaties in Jan- 
uary and complete the talks in 
time for a formal adoption by 
Community leaders at their next 
summit in March in Brussels, lea- 
ving nine months for ratification 
by all member parliaments. 

Diplomats said they saw ext- 
remely difficult bargaining ahead 
on fish and agriculture. Spain had 
rejected in advance Tuesday's 
Community proposal to deny its 
massive fishing fleet — the world* s 
largest — access to group waters 
for 15 years. 

It also challenges plans to curb 
imports of Spanish fruit, veg- 
etables and olive oil for many 
years before the 10 open their 
borders completely, the diplomats 
said. 


U.S. balance of payments deficit 
widens to record in third quarter 


. r TV M. VV-VP 

‘ r.. j — 

7 «fc> WASHINGTON (R) — The Uni- i 
i ■s-’.'r. !v> c ted States ran up a record balance i 
!r * of payments deficit of $32.9 bil- 

.‘"-i* lion in the third quarter of this 
■■ year, only about $10 billion less : 

- -> Vii: than the deficit for the whole of 

1983. the Commerce Department i 
■: said Monday. I 

_ =:i The current account — which i 
" p gi y es the most comprehensive pic- i 
,ure American trade with the 
s. resl of ,he world — has det- j 
" eriorated sharply this year, due 1 

• - ■■■ ■ L-* largely to the impact of the dollar's I 

J] strength on U.S. expons and imp- 
orts. i 

“The strength of the dollar is j 
. seriously hurling our industry. To i 
^1. bringdown the dollar and stem the i 
77 trade deficit, we must lower the ( 
! budget deficit.” Commerce Sec- 

J “ * «taiy Malcolm Baldrige said in a : 
1 statement. i 

- 1 - ■ He said the current account will 1 

• -.s.. ■ have a shonfall of more than $100 I 
T billion this year and predicted it 1 

tO SDend will rise further in 19S5. I 

' * Through the first three quarters 

-Jnias OH9S4 the deficit was $77.3 bil- < 

1 There was a deficit of $41 .6 bil- ‘ 

1 lion on the current account in 

- 1983, the previous one-year high, i 

.. f: The current account trade fig- « 

ures incorporate exports and imp- r 
_ oris of merchandise, such as agr- c 
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icultural commodities, oil and 
manufactured goods. 

They also cover the exchange of 
services and financial tra- 
nsactions. including profits or los- 
ses incurred by foreign sub- 
sidiaries of American cor- 
porations and interest paid on 
money borrowed by. or invested 
in. other countries. 

In the second quarter there was 
a current account deficit of $24.7 
billion, the previous quarterly 
high. 

Economists say massive bor- 
rowing by the government to fin- 
ance the budget deficit is keeping 
the dollar buoyant. Trade in mer- 
chandise is visibly damaged by the 
currency’s strength. 

American exports suffer bec- 
ause the strong dollar makes them 
more expensive than comparable 
foreign goods, whereas imports 
thrive because the high-flying dol- 
lar makes them more attractively 
priced than domestic items. 

In the third quarter, a 10.2 per 
cent jump in imports swamped a 
modest 1 .7 per cent gain in exp- 
orts. 

Meanwhile, the United States, 
in a move likely to worsen rel- 
ations with the European Com- 
munity and New Zealand, Mon- 
day announced its intention of 


By Harris 

H I 


withdrawing from the int- 
ernational dairy agreement. 

Agriculture Secretary John 
Block said Washington had not- 
ified the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) of its 
intention to pull out because the 
dairy accord sought to control 
trade in dairy products by setting 
minimum prices; 

The Reagan administration has 
opposed commodity agreements 
with such economic provisions. 

“This does not signal a trade 
war. We have no intention of bre- 
aking the world market with sales 
of dairy products.” Mr. Block 
said. 

However, Washington reserved 
the right to make sales of dairy 
products from its huge gov- 
ernment stockpile. 

Already this year the United 
States has sold butter, oil 
and cheese to Egypt and is pla- 
nning a dairy products sale io Iraq. 

Agriculture Department off- 
icials said the move was a signal of 
displeasure to the Community fol- 
lowing a large sale of European 
butter to the Soviet Union at pri- 
ces below those specified in the 
international accord. One official 
said: “It is pretty clear the agr- 
eement hasn't worked." 


Peanuts 


Jordan 

stresses 

energy 

sector 


By Ibrahim Noon 

Reuters 

AMMAN — Jordan, faced with 
rising oil imports and energy con- 
sumption, has cut subsidies and 
raised fuel prices in an attempt to 
reduce the financial burden. 

The measures, accompanied by 
an energy saving campaign, ref- 
lected the government's concern 
about Jordan's ability to pay lor 
imported oil without taking rem- 
edial steps. 

The oil bill is a major factor in 
Jordan's balance of payments 
problems. 

The search for crude on Jor- 
danian soil is being stepped up but 
commercial finds in the near fut- 
ure remain only a hope. 

Oil purchases, estimated at 
$600 million this year, soak up 
more than 90 per cent of Jordan's 
export earnings. Energy Minister 
Hisham At Khatib told a press 
conference last week. 

He said Jordan's energy con- 
sumption grew at the rate' or 14 
per cent annually over the past 
decade, compared with an eight to 
nine per cent growth in Gross Nat- 
ional Product (GNP). 

Energy subsidies over the same 
period totalled 223 million dinars 
($555 million), he said. 

Unless a solution is found to the 
problem, the people will face 
mounting difficulties and the nat- 
ional economy will worsen year 
after year, he said. 

Jordan is among the few dev- 
eloping countries which does not 
suffer power shortages. 

Foreign loans and grants have 
helped the government nearly 
quadruple electricity production 
from diesel, gas and thermal 
plants to 2.240 Gega Watts per 
Hour (GWH) since 1977. 

More plants are planned to 
meet a forecast demand of 8.200 
GWHs of electricity by the year 
2.000 “Maybe then, only a few 
tiny villages somewhere in Jordan 
will be without electricity." an off- 
icial said. 

To curb energy consumption, 
which is twice the average in Third 
World countries, the government 
ended a 4.5 million dinar ($1 i mil- | 
lion) electricity subsidy and raised i 
prices of some subsidised pet- ! 
roleum products including coo- 
king gas. petrol and aviation fuel. 

According to unofficial est- 
imates the higher prices could 
bring the government an extra 26 
million dinars (S64.7 million) in 
revenue in 1985. 

Oil exploration investment in 
the 1985 budget was doubled to 
14.3 million dinars (S35.6 mil- 
lion), mainly to drill more wells in 
an area where some oil has been 
found. 

Dr. Khatib said the government 
hoped to make a commercial find 
by 1987 to help meet pan of Jor- 
dan's oil needs. 

The government would launch 
plans to substitute coal for oil in 
electricity generation by 1990. 






POES SANTA CLAUS 
HAVE A TITLE OR A RANK? 


‘I'm going to call the newspaper! I think you 
just broke the record for the world's 
fastest kiss!" 


Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 


Sterling slumps to new lows 


LONDON (R) — The pound sterling slumped to new 
lows against the dollar and on its trade-weighted 
index against 17 currencies on foreign exchange 
markets Tuesday, and analysts say it will remain 
vulnerable in 1985. 


At midday the Bank of England 
calculated that the pound sterling 
was worth 73.5 percent of its 1 975 
value, the lowest since the index 
was devised. The pound fell to 
SLJK12, an all-time low, before 
rising to SI. 1850. 

One leading British merchant 
bank has advised clients that weak 
world oil prices, industrial unrest 
with the 1 0-month-long coa- 
lminers strike still unresolved, and 
the strong dollar could result in £ 1 
equalling SI next year. 

But Mr. David Kern, chief eco- 
nomist at National Westminster 


Bank, Britain's second biggest 
bank, said: “The three main fac- 
tors affecting sterling adversely 
now will remain risks, but these 
risks will lessen.” 

The main threat to sterling is the 
current weakness of oil prices. 
Investors have little confidence in 
the ability of OPEC oil ministers 
at talks in Geneva Wednesday to 
prop up prices. 

Most analysts see oil prices 
remaining weak, though a price 
collapse is thought unlikely, in the 
short-term, as world oil stocks are 
very low. 


Mr. David Sawyer, deputy eco- 
nomic adviser at Barclays. Bri- 
tain's biggest bank, said ihc weak 
pound against the dollar has been 
aiding British exports. 

“As long as there is no per- 
ceivable sterling crisis, the gov- 
ernment is probably not too con- 
cerned with sterling around cur- 
rent levels,” he said. 

But if sterling remains under 
pressure Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher's Conservative gov- 
ernment could face a major policy 
dilemma — higher interest rates 
would threaten business con- 
fidence and foreign exchange int- 
ervention in the markets could 
reduce the country's foreign exc- 
hange reserves. 

Mr. Paul Chenkow. chief eco- 
nomist at International Treasury 


Management, thinks interest rates 
would have to rise. 

“We hate got a policy vacuum. 
She (Mrs. Thatcher) may have to 
use the interest Tate weapon." he 
said. 

The government was lorced to 
let interest rates rise in mid- 1984 
to defend sterling against higher 
dollar interest rates. 

One leading analyst, who dec- 
lined to he identified, said the 
government would he better adv- 
ised to intervene on the foreign 
exchanges rather than raise int- 
erest rates. 

"Once sterling is allowed to 
drop through certain points, the 
slide becomes self-perpetuating. 
It t the gov emment ) has got to dec- 
ide where to stand and light” he 
said. 


Otaiba warns N.Sea oil producers 


GENEVA (Agencies) — Org- 
anisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPECs) ministerial 
market monitoring committee 
Tuesday urged North Sea and 
other non-OPEC oil producing 
countries to cooperate with the 
organisation in its efforts to sta- 
bilise the world oil market and 
maintain prices. 

At the end of the committee 
meeting here, its chairman. Dr. 
Mana Saeed Otaiba, minister of 
petroleum and mineral resources 
of the United Arab Emirates, said 
that the North Sea producers — 


Britain and Norway — were not 
giving OPEC the type of coo- 
peration it had expected. 

He said if OPEC failed to mai- 
ntain the price structure, which 
would open the way lor a price 
collapse, the organisation’s mem- 
ber coumries would not be the 
only ones to suffer. 

Dr. Otaiba said that in the event 
of such a collapse, OPECs res- 
erves and production costs, com- 
pared to those of North Sea pro- 
ducers. would ensure that "we 
won't be the worst olf". 

The minister said the committee 


Bonn cabinet approves 
record income tax cuts 


BONN (Rj — The cabinet Tuesday approved a 20-billion-mark 
(S6.5-billion) package of income tax cuts which it says are the 
biggest in West German history. 

Approval was announced by a government spokesman after the 
meeting. 

The first stage, in 1986, will reduce taxes by 10.8 billion marks 
(S3. 5 billion), mainly benefiting those with middle and low inc- 
omes and families by raising their tax thresholds and sharply 
increasing tax-free child benefits. 

The second phase, worth 9.2 billion marks ($3 billion) and due 
to go into effect in 1988, will reform tax thresholds across the 
board. 

Introducing the cuts in two phases met initial opposition from 
the Liberal Free Democrats, junior partners in Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohrs centre-right coalition, who wanted the entire plan to 
run from 1986 to give the economy additional impetus. 

Finance Minister Gerhard Siohenberg aims to have the new tax 
law passed by parliament by raid-1985. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets T uesday. 


One sterling 
One LLS. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.1807/17 

I. 3201/04 
3.0930/50 
3.4910/30 
2.5505/25 
62.05/10 
9.4800/50 
1905.0/6.0 
247.05/20 
8.8350/8450 
8.9450/9550 

II. 0675/0825 
307.50/308.00 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollars 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
LLS. dollars 


r don't knoul.i've 

NEVER TH0U6HT ABOUT IT.. 


I LL PUT DOWN 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL 


HELLC* UNCLE > 
MUTT;- MAMA 
SAID I COULD 
STAY FOR > 
^ THE DAY! / 


f HI. ROSEMARY— MY, 
EVERYTIME I SEE YOU 
c YOU SET TALLER! , 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one lefter to each square, to term 
lour ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
- by Herm Arnold and Bob Lee 


DOES IT ALL COME 
FROM AN ALLERGY? 


HMM— ITSEZ HERE— \ 
PEOPLE ARE GROWING > 
TALLER ALL THE TIME ! 
ON AN AVERAGE OF j 
TWO INCHES TALLER y 
. SINCE 1910! / 


f a ■ — 


f MUTT— 
Will, you 
ANSWER 
THE 

V DOOR! > 


r hlmr. v 
MUTT* \ 
CAN \ 
ROSEMARY 
COME OUT I 
AND PLAY / 

< 3 J 


Ml 


INGGA 


YORFE 


ALBEFF 


BOLLAG 




y / 





Andy Capp 


► \OU FORGOT 7D TIE 
HISBCOTLACH,FLOt: 


sarcastic twit; i'& 

JUST LIKE TO GETA 
HOLD OF 'IM SOME 
TIME WHEN 'E ISN’T ^ 
^ » IN UNIFORM.' j 




flGOTA*- 

HOL&OF'JM 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
tom the surprise answer, as sug- 

.gested by the above cartoon 




Print answer here: 111 11 A J 

(Answers tomorrow) 

. I Jumbles- AGENT HYENA PURIFY RUBBER 
Yesterday s ^ Jashron m0d8 , m , ghl figure on- 

HER FIGURE 



had decided to recommend to the couruging behaviour" ot no 
OPEC ministerial conference OPEC oil producing countries, 
opening here Wednesday that the Dr. Otaiba. who said the mon- 
current lb million b'd production itoring committee would convene 


ceiling and individual national again on Wednesday Jan. 30 
quotas should be maintained "tor 1^85. will Wednesday attend a 
the lime being”, and all 1 3 mem- meeting of the three- member 
her coumries should be urged to OPEC dilierentiaN committee 
strictly abide by rhe organisation's chaired by Sheikh Ahmad Zaki 


decisions. 

Dr. Otaiba attributed the cur- 
rent "weak” oil market to slow 
economic growth in the l\S. and 
Japan, continued recession in 
Western Europe, an unusually 
warm winter and the “dis- 


Yantani. 

Meanwhile. Egyptian Oil Min- 
ister Ahdul Hadi Kandil was quo- 
ted Tuesday as saying OPEC and 
other producers should maintain 
the current price of oil in world 
markets. 


'W TYOUR DAILY 

Horoscope 

from the Carroll Righter Institute B 

FORECAST FOR HEO.YESDAY, DEC. 19, I9JM 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: The morning is fine for 
getting your secret goals on a more satisfactory basis, 
but then the afternoon and the evening find you tied 
down to obligations and responsibilities 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) During the morning you 
can show persons in business that you have fine ideas 
and are a practical person. Handle routines wisely. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) An associate will glad- 
ly go along with your ideas in the morning, but later 
there is a change and you meet with stubbornness. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Listen to what an ex- 
pert has to suggest about work ahead of you and then 
follow through with suggestions and get good results. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to Jul. 21) Plan early 
for the evening entertainment in regular avenues but 
don't change plans later. Maintain harmony. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) The morning is fine for 
settling some family squabble, then refuse to talk about 
it later. Try to increase your efficiency. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Early make an appoint- 
ment with a good friend for the evening's entertainment 
and later do not get pulled into any other recreation. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Look to a family tie for 
the right answer to some problematical affair in the 
morning, and later avoid other money problems. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) You can easily handle 
a vital communication in the morning, but later be 
careful with other correspondence. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) You can handle 
a problematical affair very well in the morning owing 
to a monetary windfall. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) A good friend can 
be of assistance where it counts a great deal to you in 
the morning, and later you can handle own affairs well. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) If you consult with 
a bigwig early you can get data you need privately and 
then can use it wisely. 

PISCES (Fob. 2C to Mar. 20} You can gain a new idea 
from a friend who is well organized that will give you 
a new perspective, but later handle other matters. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
have the ability to get successful persons to be of 
assistance, especially in choosing the right career. Send 
to the right schools and upon reaching maturity there 
can be much success in the chosen career. Teach to 
persevere in whatever is started and to complete it. 


THE Daily Crossword by Frank c^ry 


ACROSS 
1 Caviar fish 
5 Barton or Bow 
10 Arrived 

14 Dam 

15 Adjutants 

16 “f small — " 

17 Rhine tributary 
16 Locations 

IS Animal's place 
20 Respiration 
22 Introductory 
statement 

24 Murray or West 

25 Skimmer's 
cousin 

2fi Obese 
29 Country 
monogram 
31 Workshop 
36 Idiot 
3fl Exactly 
suitable 

40 Framework 

41 Actor Sal 

42 - — Clear Day” 

43 Lynn or Dors 

44 Outer 

45 Iniquity 

46 Additional 

47 Warp 

49 Tit lor— 

51 Former sacral 

agency 

52 E. Ger. city 
54 Gloomy 
56 Cries ola 

I ox hunt 

60 Gliding vehicle 
B4 Pa. City 
65 Pome 

67 Dullard 

68 Incline 

69 As white as 
a — 

70 Bit ot news 

71 Fat 

72 Rocks 

73 Marbles 

DOWN 

1 Mop 

2 Learn 

3 Yorkshire river 

4 Reverie 

5 Redeems a 
check 

6 Flange 
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Yesterday’s Puzzle Salved: 


7 Take as one’s 
own 

8 Hermit 

9 State 

10 Placid 

11 Fine steed 

12 Armor 

13 Raison d‘— 

21 Needless 

repetition 
23 Of short 
narratives 

26 Noted 

27 Roman mends 

28 Sibley and 
pup 

30 Rhetorical 
expression 

32 Cafe au — 

33 Hells Canyon 
state 

34 Birds o! prey 

35 Raises 

37 Shipshape 

39 Blackbird 
48 Discuss again 
50 Ledger Items 


□Linn unnniJH ana 

H00B flanaaa ana 
□DnmaonaHaiifa mam 
H on linn nnaann 

UHBa 0 E 3 GM 

BBcaaia non aacmia 
nnoQ aaaaaa iaaa 
aama annan aana 
bod aanona naan 
Sanaa 000 aaaaa 
anna anna 
nnanaa annana 
ana nnaaanaaQjnn 
araa raniaaaa aaaa 
□no Baaaqa amaa 


53 Former Turk, 
coin 

55 Ledger item 

56 Spread the 
word 

57 Region 


58 Mendacious one 

59 Furnish 

61 Jot 

62 Increased 
S3 Borders 
66 Was ahead 
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U.N. urges superpowers 
to resume talks without delay 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The United Natrons 
General Assembly has adopted 41 resolutions on 
disarmament, including an appeal to the two sup- 
erpowers to resume negotiations without delay or 
preconditions. 

The world body, entering the decided the relationship between 
final phase of a three-month ses- disarmament and development in 
sion Monday, also urged the Sov- all its aspects and dimensions. 11 

jet Udioe end the United States to M Per „ d( . CneUarnnd others 
freeze their nuclear weapons sun-. Kdl deplore d the 

ulumeous y ,o set an example to ^ £ ez ^ ndit ^e 0 n arm- 

ot^rnnclearptmers Zeals. asLJg that a fraction of 

Seeretaiy-General Javier Perez ™ C ou ^^f d aaaslom the 
de Cuellar was directed to com- ... 

pile, classify and distribute daia on <g> b eaiied for a ban 

the rails of a ' nuclear wmter' "" dcvel nt of the nt „ mn 
resulting from atomic war and to b wh “£ h is airaed at pe 0p i e 
prepare a study on nuclear del- her than buildiDgs . 
e ire nee. 

Many of the resolutions par- A total of 71 states, including' 
alleled those adopted in previous the Soviet Union, favoured the 
years, reflecting the U.N.'s pre- ban. The United States, Britain, 
occupation with the arms race, the France and eight other nations 
subject of its first-ever resolution, voted against and 53 members 
The General Assembly also abstained. 


Gandhi promises more 
environmental control 


BHOPAL, India (R) — Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi has pro- 
mised more controls to prevent 
disasters like the Bhopal gas cat- 
astrophe which killed 2,500 peo- 
ple. 

As residents slowly returned to 
this central Indian city hit by a poi- 
son gas cloud 15 days ago, Mr. 
Gandhi said the government 
would reconsider the location of 
every industrial plant which was a 
potential hazard. 

“The government will give 
much more teeth to the Dep- 


artment of Environment so chat it 
can control such things," Mr. 
Gandhi told a press conference 
during an election visit to India's 
most populous city Calcutta Mon- 
day night. 

“We will have a fresh look at the 
location of evety plant which is 
potentially hazardous,” he said. 

Some Indian newspapers have 
said casualties would have been 
lower if a densely-populated slum 
.suburb had not been allowed to 
grow around the factory. 


Indira Gandhi wrote of 
death plot against her 


NEW DELHI (R) — Indian new- 
spapers Tuesday published the 
text* and photographs of a note 
written by the late Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi in which -she spoke 
of a threat against her life. 

The undated note by Mrs. Gan- 
dhi, who was assassinated on Oct. 
31, was not signed but was made 
available to the papers by the off- 
ice of her son and successor as 
prime minister. Rajiv Gandhi. 

She said a sense of calm pro- 
mpted her to compose “what is in 


the nature of a will". 

She wrote: “If I die a violent 
death as some fear and a few are 
plotting, I know the violence will : 
be iff the thought and action of the 
assassin, not in my dying. 

“ No hate is dark enough to ove- 
rshadow the extent of my love for 
my people and my country, no 
force is strong enough to divert me 
from my purpose and my end- 
eavour to take this country for- 
ward.” 


11 blacks die in S- Africa 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Ele- 
ven black miners died and three 
are missing after accidents Mon- 
day at two South African gold 
mines, spokesmen for the mine 
owners said Tuesday. 


Five men died and three are 
missing after a rock burst at the 
East Rand Proprietary Mines gold 
mine east of Johannesburg, a spo- 
kesman for Rand Mines Ltd. said. 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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BY CHARLES GOBEN 

C'lB&J TilDun* Company Syndicate. Inc. 

THE TALE OF THE 
FIVE OF CLUBS • 

DEAR READERS: We his final turn— East's pass 


have had many requests over 
the years for those hands 
that we consider to be our 
favorites. That makes quite a 
list. For the time being, 
therefore, we are devoting 
the Sunday column to a 
series of famous hands. At 
the end of the series, we will 
go back to our weekly ques- 
tion and answer column. 
Neither vulnerable. East 
deals. 

NORTH 
4 Void 
7 A J7 
0 AQ J 108 
* AQJ32 
WEST EAST 

4 952 4 AKQ87643 

76432 7 KQ1095 

0 97 OVoid 

4 K 1075 4 Void 

SOUTH 
4 J 10 
78 

0 K65432 
*9864 
The bidding: . 

East South West North 
2 4 Pass 2 NT 3 NT 

4 4 5 0 Pass Pass 

5 7 Pass Pass 6 0 

Pass Pass 6 7 7 0 

Pass Pass Dble Pass 
Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Two of 7. 

“As you might realize, it is 
not often the five of clubs 
gets to be the hero in a 
bridge saga, so you must 
forgive me if I go back to a 
hand that was played many 
years ago at the renown 
Cavendish Club of New York. 

"You might not believe the* 
bidding, but I can assure you' 
that it is exactly as it occur- 
red. Since my master's part- 
ner had opened with a two- 
bid. he had no option but to 
double or bid a grand slam at 


was forcing. Obviously, my 
master's partner was a brave 
man— I am not sure that I 
would have allowed seven 
diamonds doubled to stand* 

“Being a good partner, my 
master led one of his 
partner's suits. Declarer won 
the ace of hearts in dummy 
and cashed the ace and king 
of trumps. He decided that, 
for his pass of seven 
diamonds, East had to be 
.void in both minor suits, so 
now declarer tried the 
sneaky play of the six of 
clubs. 

“Now I know many of the 
people who while away their 
hours at bridge dubs would 
have played me under the 
six. In that' case declarer 
would have run the six and 
made his grand slam. But it is 
not for nothing that I con- 
sider my master to be a great 
rubber bridge player. He 
covered with the seven, 
declarer finessed the' jack, 
which won, and returned to 
hand with a heart ruffr 

“Next came the eight of 
dubs, but my master covered 
once more. Declarer won the 
queen, and again returned to 
his band with a heart ruff to 
lead the nine of clubs. My 
master stuck to his guns and 
covered with the king, fore- 
'ing the ace from the board. 
My moment of glory had 
finally arrived. After three 
rounds of dubs had been 
played, I had been promoted 
-to the master dub! 

“There was nothing 
declarer could do. He was 
forced to surrender a trick to 
me, and now, many years 
later, here I am. about to be 
enshrined in the bridge hall 
of fame!” 


The United States, Britain,* 
France, West Germany and a 
number of other European Com- 
munity members were among 11 
abstainers on the nuclear winter 
study proposal, which was ado- 
pted 130 to none. 

A resolution asking the U.N. 
Security Council to' “investigate 
Israel's nuclear activities and the 
collaboration of other states, par- 
ties and institutions in these act- 
ivities" was approved by 94 votes 
to two. Israel and the United Sta- 
tes voted against and 44 nations 
abstained. 

The general assembly also pas- 
sed a Soviet-sponsored resolution 
condemning “state terrorism” 
which a U.S. delegate called “in 
exercise in multilateral cynicism.” 

Ambassador Jose Sorzano, 
deputy to chief U.S. delegate 
Jeane Kirkpatrick, said it was 
“shameless” of the Soviet Union 
to offer the resolution con- 
demning acts “in which they the- 


mselves systematically engage.” 

The resolution, introduced by 
Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei 
Gromyko in his address to the 
Assembly in September, passed 
1 1 7-0 with 30 abstentions, mostly 
Western countries including the 
United States. 

The resolution “condemns pol- 
icies and practices of terrorism in 
relations between states.” 

It demands “that all states take 
no action aimed at military int- 
ervention and occupation” of the 
undermining or destabilisation of 
governments or socio-political 
systems of states “and to cease for- 
thwith any such action already in 
'progress.” 

. The resolution urges respect for 
the sovereignty and political ind- 
ependence of states, their right to 
self-determination and to freely 
choose without outside int- 
erference their own political and 
economic system. 


Electoral College makes 
Reagan’ s election official 


WASHINGTON <AP) — In one 
of the time-honoured rituals of 
American politics, 525 citizens did 
Monday what 91 million other 
voters could only ask them to do: 
They elected Ronald Reagan to a 
second term as president of the 
United States. 

When the last Electoral College 
ceremony was over in state cap- 
itals across the nation, Mr. Rea- 
gan had amassed more electoral 
votes — 525 out of 538 — than 
any of the 38 men who held the 
office before him. 

Although Mr. Reagan won a 
59-41 margin of the popular votes 
cast in the general election last 
Nov. 6, technically this was merely 
guidance for the 538 members of 
the Electoral College, who rep- 
resent each of the 50 states and 
Washington, D.C., or the District 
of Columbia, on a formula mainly 
based on population. 

In effect, the U.S. presidency is 
determined state by state; witfrufae 
candidate winning the (nostipates 
in any state also winning all* tittrf 
state's electoral votes. 

The quadrennial Elcectoral 
College vote — fixed on the first 
Monday after the second Wed- 
nesday in December — sets the 
stage for another ceremony in 
Washington on Jan. 7 when the 
president of the Senate — Vice 
President George Bush — will 
open the sealed ballots and ann- 
ounce the official results. 

As regular as this ritual is the 
call by some newspapers and pol- 
itical reformers to abolish the sys- 


tem as outmoded. But the tra- 
dition -has survived. . 

Yet the' unofficial results ann- 
ounced in each state as the voting 
took place on Monday confirmed 
the predictions based on the pop- 
ular voting last month. 

Walter .Mondale, the losing 
Democrat, got his 13 votes from 
three electors in the solidly Dem- 
ocratic District of Columbia, and 
10 in his home state of Minnesota, 
which Mr. Mondale carried by a 
whisker — by 3,763 votes out of 
more .than 2 million cast. 

The electors were also choosing 
a vice president, and Mr. Bush was 
enjoying the same landslide as Mr. 
Reagan. 

The Electoral College was cre- 
ated at the constitutional con- 
vention of 1787 as a compromise 
between those founding fathers 
who wanted the president elected 
directly by the people and those 
who favoured election by Con- 
gress. THe states have one elector 
for esteh senator and rep- 
resentative, and the District of 
Columbia gets three. 

The formula was intended to 
assure at least some voice to every 
stare, no matter bow small, bec- 
ause each state has two senators. 
The number of representatives 
varies according to state pop- 
ulation. . 

For the 538 electors, Monday’s 
vote was their only call to duty. 
Only the ballots, not the electors 
themselves, are sent to Was- 
hington. 


Indonesia wants F-16s 


JAKARTA (R) — Indonesia 
would like to equip its air force 
with advanced F -16 fighter- 
bombers but Washington appears 
reluctant to sell them, according to' 
armed forces Commander Benny 
Murdani. 

Gen. Murdani told Reuters in 
an exclusive interview: “We 
would like to have those aircraft, 
not to threaten anybody else but 
just to keep up the proficiency of 
our pilots”. 

Asked if Indonesia would re- 
equip its air force with general 
dynamics F-16 Fighting Falcons 
when self-imposed budgetary 
constraints end in a couple of 
years, the general said: 

“Yes, yes and no. Because the 
decision not only lies with our 
government but .with the U.S. 
government ... But we have the 
feeling that the Americans are 
reluctant to sell the F-16S.” 

The number of aircraft that 
Indonesia bought would depend 
upon how the financing was arr- 
anged, he said. American military 
assistance could be rolled over for 
five or six years and combine with 
Indonesian cash to make the pur- 
chase, he added. 

Indonesia would like to buy the 



THATCHER IN PEKING: British 

Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher is received by 
Chinese Foreign Minister Wu Xoeqian upon her 


arrival at Peking airport Tuesday to sign a British- 
Chinese agreement on tbe future of Hong Kong (AP 
wirepboto) 


Five Vietnamese sentenced to death 


HO CHI MINH CITY,' Vietnam 
(R) — Five people were Tuesday 
sentenced to death by firing squad 
after being found guilty of plotting 
to overthrow the Vietnamese gov- 
ernment with the help of China. 
Thailand and the United States. ’ 

The five were among 21 dis- 
sidents whose five-day trial on 
treason and espionage charges 
ended Monday ia Ho Chi Minh 
City, formerly Saigon. 

Judge Huynh Van Thang told a 
packed supreme court the five 
were the ring leaders of an anti- 
government organisation funded 
and armed by China and backed 
by Thailand with help from the 
United States. • 

. He said they were dangerous 
and had to face the maximum 
penalty. 

On hearing his death sentence 
one defendant shut his eyes and 
swooned as if about to faint. Ano- 
ther tried to speak but a soldier 
clamped a hand over his mouth, 
handcuffed him and hustled him 
away. 

Three other dissidents were 
sentenced to life imprisonment 
and the rest were given jail terms 
ranging from eight to 20 years. 

Under Vietnam's penal code 
the five have seven days to appeal 


for their death sentences to be 
commuted to life imprisonment. 
There is no appeal against the 
other sentences. 

About 1,000 people, packed 
into what used to be the National 
Assembly building of the U.S.- 
backed Saigon government, gas- 
ped when the death sentences 
were banded down. 

- A murmur was also heard from 
•people outside listening to the 
proceedings through public add- 
ress speakers. 

The group were among more 
than 100 people arrested since 
1981 after infiltrating Vietnam. 

Government officials said they 
aimed to kill or kidnap foreigners 
in Vietnam and create terror and 
confusion in the country to eve- 
ntually bring down the gov- 
ernment. 

During more than two hours 
judgement the 21 accused were 
made to stand shoulder- 
to-shoulder in front of tbe five- 
member tribunal. 

; Those sentenced to death were 
Mai Van Hanh, Tran’ Van Ba, Le 
Quoc Quan, Huynh Vinb San and 
Ho Thai Bach. 

Tran Nguyen Hung, To Van 
Huon and Hoang Dinh My rec- 
eived life sentences. 


Three were sentenced to 20 
years in jail and on^ received a 
16-year prison term. Two others 
were sentenced to 15 years, three 
to 14 years, two to 12 years, one to 
10 years and one to eight years. 

The espionage trial was the big- 
gest of its kind since the the cou- 
ntry came under Communist rule 
‘at the end of the Vietnam War in 
1975. The prosecution said the. 
accused planned to launch sim- 
ultaneous guerrilla and sabotage 
operations in 1985 to embarrass 
the . government and encourage 
others to join their cause. 

The prosecution said the ahnsof 
the so-called “United Front of 
Patriotic Forces for the Liberation 
of Vietnam” included kidnapping 
or killing French and Soviet dip- 
lomats and technicans to sour the 
Hanoi’s relations with Paris and 
Moscow. 

During the trial, the alleged rin- 
gleader of the plot, Mai Van 
Hanh, told tbe court China armed 
and financed the group and tra- 
ining for the takeover took place 
in T hailan d. He also said he made 
several visits to Peking after 1975 
to discuss spying and sabotage and 
that main contact in the Chinese 
capital was Vice-Foreign Minister 
Han Nianlong. 


Japan urged to scrap defence limits 


F- 16- 100 which is more fuel- 
efficient than the F-16-79. The 
■200 also has a longer range and a 
more powerful engine than the 
export-approved 79. 

■ “Of course, if we have the cho- 
ice we take the 1 00, not the 79, the 
.79 is an old-fashioned aircraft. 
The frame is new but the engine is 
old,” Gen. Murdani said. 

Asked if the Indonesian Air 
Force would consider the Nor- 
throp F-20 Tigershark as an alt- 
ernative, he said: 

“If there are enough orders, 
yes, but the F-20 will not be 
mass-produced until they receive 
over 400 firm orders and those 
who have show interest are the 
Kuwaitis and I think some other 
countries totalling only 50 air- 
craft." 

Geu. Murdani said although 
Indonesia could not afford to buy 
all the modem weapons it would 
tike, it intended to keep up with 
the latest technical advances by 
developing small centres of tec- 
hnical sophistication in the navy 
and the air force. 

The Indonesian Air Force at 
present relies on F-5s, A-4 Sky- 
hawks and OV-lQf counter- 
insurgency planes. 


TOKYO (R) — An influential 
advisory group urged Japan Tue- 
sday to break out of its self- 
imposed military limitations and 
build up its forces in response to 
growing Soviet power. 

The main recommendation of a 
study group appointed by Prime 
Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone was 
that Japan should no longer limi t 
defence spending to within one 
per cent of its gross national pro- 
duct (GNP). 

The one per cent limit has been 
an official article of faith since it 
was laid down in 2976 by the gov- 
ernment of former Premier Takeo 
Miki. Mr. Nakasone often pledged 
support for the rule but hinted 
recently he might scrap it. 

Political sources predicted Mr.* 
Nakasone might seize on the rep- 
ort as an excuse to break through' 
the one per cent barrier. 


This would please the United 
States which long has been pre- 
ssing for greater Japanese defence 
efforts but would infuriate an 
opposition which views Mr. Nak- 
asone as a hawk. 

“Circumstances have changed 
over the years, rendering the def- 
ence budget ceiling unworkable,” 
the group’s report said. 

The group, headed by Professor 
Masataka Kosaka of Kyoto Uni- 
versity. also called for revising the 
guideline that Japan should aim to 
develop only enough strength to 
deter a limited local war. 

This was adopted at the same 
.time as the one per cent rule in 
what was termed “the national 
defence outline.” 

“The outline," the report said, 
“should be reconsidered because 
the international and military sit- 


uation has changed greatly.” 

It cited the growth of Soviet str- 
ategic power in the Far East, a 21 
per cent increase in Far East troop 
strength to 470,000 men plus 
heavy growth in air and sea 
strength. “This has created a pot- 
ential threat,” it said. 

The report said Japan should 
stick to other established defence 
policies such as rhe principle of 
self-defence only, the non-nuclear 
policy and maintenance of civilian 
control over the mflitaiy machine. 

■ Armed with the report, Mr. 
Nakasone could try to top the one 
per cent limit in the 1986 budget,, 
political sources said. The pro- 
spect of this would improve the 
atmosphere for Mr. Nakasone’s 
meeting in Los Angeles next 
month with President Reagan, 
they said. . 


Peronist convention split by walkout 


BUENOS AIRES (R> — Arg- 
entina’s large Peronist Party sptit 
in two at a weekend convention 
when half tbe delegates walked 
out, highlighting the division that 
has plagued the party since the 
death in 1974 of its founder Juan 
Peron. 

Leading Peronist economist 
Eduardo Setti told reporters 
Monday the split could mark “the 
beginning of the end” for the 
party, Argentina's main civilian 
political force until its defeat In 
presidential elections a year ago. 

Peronist leaders said about 350 
of the 670 party delegates walked 
out of the convention on Saturday 
night in protest at the roughneck 
tactics of a faction led by old-time 
union chiefs and representatives 
of major industrial centres. 

Those who stayed reelected 
former President Maria Estela 
Martinez de Peron^the party fou- 


nder’s widow 'who lives in sec- 
luded self-imposed exile in Spain, 
as party president. 

The dissidents, representing 
primarily provincial interests, did 
not contest her reelection. Instead 
they decided to hold a new con- 
vention in February followed by 
direct elections of party aut- 
horities by the rank- and file. 

A Maverick Peronist, La Rioja 
province Governor Carlos 
Menem, was attacked outside the 
convention hall by a mob opp- 
osing his close cooperation with 
President Raul Alfonsin's gov- 
ernment. 

Police broke up the crowd but 
other members of the splinter 
group said they had been phy- 
sically intimidated by Peronist fol- 
lowers who were seated with del- 
egates. 

“The delegates from the pro- 
. vinces walked out when they 


began to be the object of threats 
and pressure ” Alberto Melon, a 
Buenos Aires province party lea- 
der, told reporters. , 

But -he added that the spo-. 
ntaneous reaction of the delegates 
should help mark the end of “a 
style of politics that is no longer 
tolerated by Peronists”. 

Santa Fe province Governor 1 
Jose Maria Vernet was elected 
party vice-president, the effective 
leader, in Peron' s absence, by the 
labour- faction. 

The party was founded in 1945 
■by Juan Peron, who led it to vic- 
tory three times in presidential 
elections. When he died in office 
10 years ago, Maria Estela Peron,. 
a former cabaret dancer he made* 
his third wife during 18 years in 
exile, took over as Argentina's 
president and leader of the party. 
She was ousted in a military coup 
in 1976. 


Pakistan drops identity checks for today’s crucial referendum 


ISLAMABAD (R) — The Pak- 
istan government says it will oot 
check the identity of voters in 
Wednesday’s referendum on Isl- 
am isation, widely expected to give 
President Mohammad Zia- 
Ul-Haq five more years in power. 

The government announced 
Monday night that voters would 
not have to show identity cards at 
polling stations, saying it was res-, 
ponding to public demand bec- 
ause many Pakistanis did not have 
one. 

Chief Election Commissioner. 
S.A. Nusrat earlier told a news 
conference an identity card was 
required and denied that local off- 
icials could rig thq polls in any. 
way. 

Banned opposition parties cha- 
rge that local officials will falsify 
results by allowing second votes in 
the name of registered voters who 


abstain or work abroad. 

••They say many of the almost 
three million Afghan refugees liv- 
ing in Pakistan may be brought in 
to vote in the north west frontier 
province, where they speak the 
same language as the local people. 

Mr. Nusrat, who insisted he 
would not allow any tampering in 
the election process, was not imm- 
ediately available for comment. 

Few Pakistanis doubt that Gen. 
Zia, holding the first national poll 
since overthipwing Prime Min- 
ister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto in .1977 
add later hanging him, will get a 
majority “yes” vote in the poll on 
his efforts to enforce Islamic Laws 
and hold general elections by 
March. 

. Gen. Zia will automatically rec- 
eive a five-year mandate if tin ref- 
erendum approves his plan and 
says he wfll step down if it does 


The outlawed opposition -par- 
ties have called for a boycott of the 
poll, which they say exploits Islam 
to extend Gen. Zia' s rule, and cha- 
rged the results would be rigged in 
the three days between voting and 
their official announcement. The 
election commission denies this. 

■ Newspapers have been banned 
from publishing anything against 
the referendum and opposition 
leaders barred from leaving their 
home areas. Gen. Zia made a- 
highly- publicised 10-day whi- 
rlwind national tour, making spe- 
eches and campaign promises to 
whip up support for the snap poll. ’ 
Tbe opposition, which says doz- 
ens of referendum critics have 
been arrested for canvassing aga- 
inst the poll appear to have had 
little success in urging people not 
to vote. 


ir They are not interested bec- 
ause they know Zia will win any- 
way,” one disappointed opp- 
osition politician said. “Zia’s real 
challenge is to get them out to 
vote.” 

: The referendum will be decided 
by a majority of ballots cast reg- 
ardless of bow many of Pakistan’s 
34 million registered voters turn 
out. 

The government has launched f 
major operation to ensure a high 
turnout, including mobilising local 
officials, Islamic tax assessors and 
public prayer monitors to contact 
voters. Buses and trucks have 
been requisitioned to ferry them 
to voting stations. 

"Everybody is working on it — 
.the army, the bureaucracy, the 
intelleigence services, tra- 
nsporters. clergy,” a local council 
representative said. 


Gen. Zia has told audiences it 
was their religious duty to vote 
and government-paid Muslim cle- 
rgy have preached in favour of the 
referendum at Friday prayer ser- 
vices. 

The most influential Muslim 
party, Jamaat-I-Islaml is sup- 
porting Geo. Zia. But*mahy other 
Islamic groups say the poll is exp- 
loitation of religion and seek a 
boycott or a “no” vote. 

Gen. Zia says be has no money 
to buy votes but has resorted to 
some standard campaign promises 
like new roads and electricity to 
underdeveloped villages. 

He promised the business 
community, which Karachi bus- 
iness sources said had raised 50 
million rupees (S3 3 million) there 
for pro-referendum publicity, that 
their tax returns would not be aud- 
ited for three years. . 


LOS ANGELES (R) — A 99- 
year-old widow took off from Los 
Angeles Monday on the first flight 
of her life — to spend the rest of 
her days in Britain, “I'm looking 
forward to bacon and eggs for bre- 
akfast and a nice cup of tea." Mary 
Armstrong told reporters before 
leaving aboard a British Airways 
airliner. Mrs. Armstrong, who 
emigrated to the United States 
from Britain in 1919. has lived 
alone in Los Angeles since her 
husband died in 1947. Their only 
child, a daughter, bad died two 
years earlier. Mrs. Armstrong, 
who became a U.S. citizen, said 
she wrote to Queen Elizabeth ask- 
ing to be allowed to live the rest of 
her life in Britain. At the request, 
of the Queen, she said, she was 
given a certificate of entitlement, 
placed in her U.S. passport, which 
will allow her permanent entry 
into Britain. “ It pays to go to the 
top.” the fast-talking Mrs. Arm- 
strong, slim in a blue check dress, 
declared triumphantly. 

Christmas tree 
lights wreck home 

LONDON (R) — The Brinton 
family are looking for a new home 
for Christmas — they blew up 
their own house Monday when 
they switched on their Christmas' 
tree lights. Olive Brinton and her 
four small children fled into the 
street unhurt as their home in Far- 
nham, southern England, col- 
lapsed around them. Firemen said 
a liny spark from the festive lights 
ignited an unnoticed gas leak. 

Olivia Newton- John 
marries 

LOS ANGELES <R) — Singer 
Olivia Newton-John, 36. who has 
sold more than 25 million records, 
has married 25-year-old actor 
Matt L3ttanzi, her publicity agent 
said Monday. It was the first mar- 
riage for both. Newton-John. who 
was born in Britain but brought up 
in Australia, brought her family 
from Australia for the wedding at 
her ranch in Malibu, on the out- 
skirts of Los Angeles, the agent. 
Paul Bloch, said. The singer sta- 
rred with John Travolta in the hit 
film Grease. 

Pop star regains 
consciousness 


NEWCASTLE. England (R) — 
Singer Mike Nolan of the Bucks 
Fizz pop group regained con- 
sciousness and was taken off the 
critical list, a hospital spokesman 
said. He said the 30-year-old pop 
star, injured in a road accident last 
week, was still seriously ill. Nolan 
Monday told a friend at his bed- 
side: “ T m all right.” It was the first 
time he has spoken since falling 
into a coma after an operation to 
remove a blood clot from his brain 
four days ago. 


Woman to see 
first Christmas 
for 62 years 

LONDON (R) — Grandmother 
Sylvia Duxbury will see her first 
Christmas for 62 years. Surgeons 
have restored her sight after a lif- 
etime of almost total blindness. 
On Monday she told reporters she 
had seen her husband, Tom. 65. 
properly for the first time since 
they married 42 years ago. “He 
was even better looking than I 
thought,” she said at her home in 
Newport. South Wales. Sylvia, 
who could only glimpse shadows, 
had artificial lenses implanted at 
the back of her eyes. 

Strawberry Fields 
may not be for ever 

LONDON (R) — Strawberry Fie- 
lds, the children's home cel- 
ebrated in the Beatles song, may 
not be for ever after all. The sal- 
vation army-run home in Liv- 
erpool. north England, a chi- 
ldhood haunt of song-writer John 
Lennon, has become a shrine for 
tens of thousands of Beatles fans 
from all over the world. But its 
intake of children is to be reduced 
over the next five years, raising a 
prospect of its eventual closure. 
Liverpool’s leftwing-comroUed 
city council says a declining birth 
rate has reduced a need for 
voluntary-run homes five of which 
have already been closed and 
needy children placed in council 
rare. But captain David Betting, 
the officer in charge of the hom t 
k pleading wuh the council to 
dunk again. “It's very sad and 
upsetting for Strawberfy F.eldsfo 
come fo an end like thU afj r 
fly 50 years of good work.” 




